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WHAT VOICES DO YOU HEAR AT CHRISTMAS? 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Nursery during all services 

DECEMBER SCRIPTURES AND SERMON TITLES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 24  Christmas Eve Services 
    5:00 p.m. 
    8:00 p.m. 
  11:00 p.m. 
 
December 25  Christmas Day; 
      COMBINED SERVICE at 10:00 a.m. 
Scriptures:  Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:14-18 
Message:  “The Voice of Christ” 
Kirk Peterson and Laura Saunders preaching 
 

SUNDAY: Adult Studies led by Ed Fisher 
meet at 9:30 a.m. in Room 2 and led by Dean 
Engleman meet at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor. 

TUESDAY: Women's Bible Study Group meets at 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parlor.  

WEDNESDAY: Pastor Laura’s PSS (Post Stone Soup) Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 3. We are doing a study of heaven. 

THURSDAY:  PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Pastor’s Bible Study continues in study of the minor prophets and is drawing closer to the 
New Testament.  Meeting each Thursday at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the conference room, 
the opportunity is there for study, discussion and sharing.  We benefit so much more from study-
ing together.  You are welcome to participate in the study at any time.  

MONDAY: Men’s Study Group meets in 
Room 5 at 7:00 p.m. All men are welcome.  

December 4  Second Sunday of Advent; 
Communion 
Scriptures:  Luke 2:12-20; Luke 2:25-32 
Message:  “The Voice of Peace” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 8:15, 11:00 a.m. 
Laura Saunders preaching at 9:30 a.m. 
 
December 11  Third Sunday of Advent; 
    CANTATA 8:15 and 11:00 services; 
    Children’s Program at 9:30 service 
Scriptures:  Luke 1:39-47; Luke 2:1-12 
Message:  “The Voice of Joy” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 8:15, 11:00 a.m. 
Laura Saunders preaching at 9:30 a.m. 
 
December 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Scriptures:  Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25 
Message:  “The Voice of Love” 
Kirk Peterson preaching 

BLESS YOUR CHRISTMAS WITH BIBLE STUDY 

Cover picture from La Vista Church of Christ 
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A re you hearing voices?  Hearing voices is a common type of auditory hallucination.  Psy-
chiatric disorders or medical conditions can be associated with hearing voices.  Substance abuse, 
medication side effects, sensory loss, sleep deprivation and severe fatigue can also be associated 
with hearing voices. 
     Don’t worry though, in the context of this article there is no association with auditory halluci-
nation.  Approaching Christmas we are hearing voices, voices telling us a variety of things.  The 
question is, of the voices we are hearing, to which ones will we listen? 
     There are voices saying “buy”, “spend”, “just charge it” and the like, subtly and not so subtly 
saying ‘tis the season to over do it.  There are voices saying you have to do this and have to do 
that, and you have to keep up with the busyness and hectic pace of the season.  There are voices 
saying you can’t really believe this or that, and by the way, you have to be politically correct.  
Multitudes of different voices are clamoring for our listening attention. 
     Out of all the voices we are hearing, the voices of Christmas are the best ones to which to 
listen.  The voices of Christmas include hope, peace, joy and love.  The voices of Christmas in-
clude the Word which became flesh and dwelt among us.  The voices of Christmas speak the 
good news of great joy which will be for all the people—there has been born for us a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 
     For Advent and Christmas we are focusing our attention on listening to the voices of Christ-
mas.  In sending Jesus into this world, God has much to say to us that He wants us to hear.  God 
is speaking to us through the voices of Christmas.  May we be discerning in the voices we hear, 
being certain to listen to God through the true voices of Christmas. 

 

                                                                   Hear, hear, 

                                                                        Kirk 

CHRISTMAS MIRACLE OFFERING 
Over the past several years we have heard about the severe crisis in the Sudan.  Sadly, the needs 
there continue to be critical.  The invitation and challenge is to participate again this year in the 
Christmas Miracle Offering for the Sudan.  At the sacrificial level, you can give an equal amount 
to what you spend for Christmas gifts.  At the basic level, you can buy a few less gifts and give 
the money for the Sudan.  You can also invite others to forgo a gift for you and give to the Mira-
cle Offering instead.  Cards are available for the Miracle offering.  Please mark your donations, 
“Christmas Miracle Offering” or simply, “Sudan”.  Be assured that 100% of donations go to the 
Sudan by way of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).  Giving for the sake of oth-
ers reminds us that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday, not ours. 
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INVITE SOMEONE!   This time of year provides exceptional opportunity to invite others 
to Trinity for Advent, special music events, Christmas Eve, and this year even Christmas Day.  
Part of being hospitable is being inviting.  Invitation postcards are available to use for inviting 
others to the special opportunities of worship and events this season.  Invite someone! 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 
Ushers are needed for all of our Christmas Eve services.  If you are willing to 
serve as an usher at the 5:00 p.m. or 8:00 p.m. service, please contact the pastors.  
For the 11:00 a.m. service, please contact Herb Ruffley. 

CHANCEL CHOIR CANTATA 
The Chancel Choir will present the Christmas cantata “A Thrill of Hope” at the 8:15 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. worship services on Sunday, December 11.  Come and invite your friends 
and family to worship and enjoy this beautiful ministry of music in celebration of Jesus’ 
birth. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Our Christmas Eve services are offered at 5:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m., and 11:00 
p.m. on Saturday, December 24.  Celebrating with beloved Christmas 
traditions, the services will include special music, drama and candle light-
ing.  Communion will be served at the 11:00 p.m. service.  Come and in-
vite your friends and family to worship and enjoy this special night in 
celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

COMBINED SERVICE ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
On Christmas Day there will be a combined worship service opportunity at 
10:00 a.m.  Even with Christmas Eve services and Christmas Day celebra-
tions with family and friends, gathering for worship on this day is excep-
tionally appropriate.  Everyone is invited to join in the unity, fellowship, 
and celebration of all people in worship together on this super special day. 

COMBINED SERVICE ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012 
To begin the new year, there will be a combined worship service opportunity at 10:00 a.m. 
on New Year’s Day.  After staying up late to ring in the new year, you are invited to come 
together to start the new year off right by gathering for worship together. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 
The children will be presenting their Christmas musical entitled The REAL Birth Story on 
Sunday, December 11, in the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  Come and invite your friends and 
family to enjoy how the children give of themselves in celebration of Jesus. 
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Milford Miami Ministry 
The Giving Tree and Christmas Food Boxes 

 The Milford-Miami Ministry  is an organization that provides assistance to families in 
need who live in the Milford School District. Throughout the year our food 
pantry is open and we help with emergency funds for rent and utilities. For 
Christmas we ask you to sponsor the children in these local families with 
gifts and/or holiday food boxes.  
 The children’s tags are now on the Giving Tree in the church nar-
thex. All the info is included with the tags and lists. Food Box donations 
are also needed – the food box list is below and at church. All gifts and 
food boxes should be returned to Trinity by December 11 - MMM distribu-
tion day is Saturday, December 17. If you need questions answered or wish 
to help please call Kathy Christopher.  
 I invite you to pray and open yourself to a Christmas miracle. That 
our donations of food and small gifts will be transformed by God’s grace 
into the kind of love that brings us together as a community of faith. If you can, give. If you need 
to receive, understand His love enriches each gift. Indeed, there are blessings for both givers and 
receivers. 

MMM Holiday food Box: - 
3 cans vegetables 
3 cans fruit 
1 can cranberry sauce 
1 can sweet potatoes 
1 small box biscuit mix or corn bread mix 
1 box mashed potatoes (13 oz.) 
1 pkg. gravy mix or a jar/can gravy 
1 box stuffing mix 
1 “complete” dessert mix or shelf-stable dessert 

***With donations MMM will add a turkey or ham.  
Monetary donations may be marked “MMM” and turned in to the office. 

DO NOT OPEN TILL CHRISTMAS 
Juli Peterson will be starring again in the Friends of the Groom original hit show, Do Not Open Till Christ-
mas, on December 16, 17, and 18.  This year the production will be staged at the Performing Arts Theatre 
at the Anderson Center, 7850 Five Mile Road, in Anderson Township.  The full-length production asks the 
question:  What happens when you mix spiked eggnog, performance art, and online dating with a holiday 
family reunion?  The answer is a wild, witty, and uniquely touching look at family relationships in the 
Christmas season.  For show times and ticket information, call 831-2859 or check online at 
www.friendsofthegroom.org. 

Trinity Live is looking for an experienced keyboard/piano player for the Contemporary 
Service. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact the church office for an 
application and additional information. 
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Kids R.O.C. - Where Kids Rely on Christ - SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Education Director: Dora Slyder 
 
  December 2011 Teachings – Everyone Has a Birthday - Celebrating 
Jesus' Birthday! 
"Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Mes-
siah, the Lord." Luke 2:11 
Rotation Sunday School workshops at 9:30 a.m. for K- 6th grade will be 
teaching Everyone Has a Birthday as we learn about Jesus' birthday.   Some 

stories are so well known to us as adults it is nice to slow down and hear it again as a child hears 
it.  A baby was born in a manger and shepherds were visited by angels and we remember and 
retell it each year.  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests.” Luke 2:14. 
*Rotation Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. for K-6th grade 
*Preschool classes at 9:30 a.m. teaches a Sunday School lesson with plenty of hands on learning. 
*Nursery available for all services.   
 
Next Month: Teachings - The Golden Rule 
**Will you make the time to join our children's lessons this holiday season? 
 
Please use the 'Name Badger' computer each week for a Sunday School Name tag.  This won-
derful program helps us to keep attendance of not only our kids but the teachers.  So 'check-in' 
each week.   
 
Children’s Choirs:   Rehearsals for our Christmas Pageant are going on now! 
F.I.S.H.I.E.S (preschool-3rd grade): led by Shawn Hargis, Maggie Engelman and Mackensie 
Slyder, will rehearse every Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 a.m. in room 1.  Children inter-
ested in attending choir will be dismissed to choir from Sunday School. 
J.A.M Choir  (4-6th grade): led by Kathy Fuhrman and Chrissie Womack, will rehearse every 
Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 a.m. in room 5.  All children, ages 4-6th grade are wel-
come!!!  Children interested in attending choir will be dismissed to choir from Sunday School.   
 
     December 11 during the 9:30 service our F.I.S.H.I.E.S and J.A.M Choirs will perform 
The REAL Birth Story .  Practices occur Sundays from 10:30-11:00 a.m. and there will be two 
extra required practices as well. These are Sunday, December 4 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. and Satur-
day,  December 10 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Evenings: JAM Jesus And Me (4-6th grade): Pam Hudson and Lisa Owens 
are our JAM leaders.  JAM is Trinity's Youth Group for kids in grades 4, 5, and 6.  JAM 
stands for Jesus And Me and that really sums up what our group is about.  We help our 
kids make a real connection between church and their day-to-day lives.  We get together 

weekly for exciting object lessons, fellowship, mission work, fun and games.  Come check it out!  
Room 2 Sundays at 6:00-7:30 p.m. (special activities may have adjusted times). 
12/4 crafts and luminaries, 12/11 shut-in visit, 12/18 Christmas Party, 12/24 set out luminaries. 

���������	

����
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The M-Squad is the “Seniors” fellowship at Trinity. All seniors 
are invited to attend our monthly functions.  Branch Hill seniors 
are invited to join us for all M-Squad functions. 

     On Wednesday, December 14, the matinee show is “A Christmas Carol.”  
The last scene transforms a humbug into a hero and La Comedia presents its 
traditional Christmas Carol, “O’ Holy Night.”  We will meet at the church at 
9:30 a.m. to carpool and leave at 9:45 a.m.  

     On New Year’s Eve the M-Squad will sponsor its annual all-church New Years Eve Party 
from 8:00 p.m. Saturday, December 31 to 12:01 a.m. Sunday, January 1.  Come join us for 
snacks and games. 
     On Tuesday, January 17, 2012 we will have our annual noon pot-luck Planning Meeting 
when we plan our programs and events for the coming year. “Plan” to join us and bring your 
ideas. 

TENDER MERCIES MEAL    Trinity provides the evening meal for the residents 
of Tender Mercies (www.tendermerciesinc.org) on the first Sunday of each month. 
Our next meals will be on Sunday December 4 and January 1, 2012. We will need 
ingredients for both the December and January meals. Please see the sign up sheet 

in the hallway for a list of what is needed. December's menu consists of vegetarian corn and 
bean soup, oriental slaw, crackers, cookies and fruit. January's meal will be prepared and served 
by the Boy Scouts. (Ingredient sign up sheets are generally posted the second Sunday of the 
month for the following month's meal.)  
     We are in need of large plastic containers with lids (plastic ice cream pails work great) in 
which we can leave leftovers for the residents.. Items can be left in the Tender Mercies cabinet 
in the kitchen area (next to the chest freezer). Your generosity is always a blessing. We couldn't 
do this ministry without your help. The residents of Tender Mercies are always so thankful for 
what we provide. The 2012 sign up sheet is up. If you would like to help out or learn more about 
what we do, feel free to sign up or contact Mary Sheer at sheermm@hotmail.com. 

THINK FRUIT  No, not pumpkins! Start thinking grapefruit, oranges, apples and 
pears. Trinity Fruit Basket time will be here soon. Baskets ($25/Big and $10/Small) will 
cost the same but if our expenses increase substantially, the actual size of the baskets 
and fruit configurement may need to be slightly adjusted. Caruso’s quality fruit will still 
be used. Deadline for orders is December 1 with pick-up on Friday, December 16. 

�����������	
 �� Trinity is blessed with a dedicated, caring staff. At this time of year, 
we have the opportunity to say “thanks” with a love offering. If you would like to join others in 
showing your appreciation, please use the Love offering envelopes or mark your envelope or 
check ‘love’. These donations will be divided equally among our full-time staff (Pastor, Associ-
ate Pastor, Secretary). Have a great Holiday season.             The Staff Parish Committee. 

Christmas Letter: Trinity has the tradition of sending out a Christmas Letter with the 
opportunity to have your name included on the letter. A contribution will place your 
name on the letter with monies going to our Missions fund. Please mark your donation 
“Christmas Letter.” The deadline to include names is December 4. 
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The United Methodist Women will hold their Christmas Dinner on Thursday, De-
cember 8, here in Fellowship Hall at 6:15 p.m. 
Our mystery Mission Recipient will be revealed and the Milford Show Choir will 

present our program. 
 
Anna Circle will not have a regular meeting in December. See you in January 
 
Esther Circle will not have a regular meeting in December. See you in January! 
 
Susanna Circle will not be meeting in December.  Join us in January for our Winter Dinner 
Out, TBA.  Contact Jennifer Horning at horning@fuse.net or 575-4875 for more information.   

Lydia Circle will be meeting on December 11. We will begin our meeting in the parlor to go 
over any business and then we are going to be putting together journals to be taken to the Ronald 
McDonald house for families to be able to express their thoughts to other families using the 
room after them. All are welcome to attend!! Come and craft with us or come just to talk. See 
Holla Sandlin with any questions. 

THREADS OF LOVE GROUP   The Trinity Threads of Love Quilting 
and Knitting Group will meet on Wednesday, December 28 from 10:00 
a.m. to about 3:00 p.m.  
     Our group is growing and always has room for more. So far we have 
made and donated about 150 quilts and comforters to Hospice of South-
west Ohio and Healthy Moms and Babes, plus numerous pillows and 
walker bags to be used in nursing homes. Everyone is welcome. We em-

brace those who can already sew and are eager and willing to show others, who 
may wish to participate, how easy it is. 

     Feel free to come for the whole day or part of the day as your schedule allows. If you have 
questions please call Dee Brown.  

SCRAPBOOKING Trinity has a no-frills Scrapbooking night the first Friday of every month. 
Join us December 2 at 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. All Scrapbookers are welcome; we have a variety 
of experience levels that participate. Bring your supplies and join us in the Fellowship Hall. 
There is no cost and no reservations. Contact Jennifer Horning for more information and to be 
added to the e-mail list (email: trinityjlh@yahoo.com). 

The Flower Chart for 2012 is now in a book on the table in the hallway. Please 
feel free to reserve the Sunday(s) of your choice for the flowers. The first listed 
for each date would be for the Altar ($25.00), the second listed would be for the 
organ ($20.00).  The flowers are yours to take with you after the last service, or 
they can be picked up the next day. 
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     The TUMY (Trinity United Methodist Youth) grou p is open to youth from 7th through 
12th grades. This is a God centered, Mission minded group that typically meets on Sunday 
evenings.  If you have any questions concerning the Youth Group, see Scott King. 
 
Saturday 12/03 - Ronald McDonald House Dinner. Please be at Trinity at 4:00 p.m. with plans 
to leave immediately. Wear you new TUMY tee and don't forget a release form is necessary for 
this trip. If you are able, also bring your $10 to help offset the cost of this mission. We will not 
be back to Trinity until approximately 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday 12/04 - No evening TUMY 

Sunday 12/11 - Regular TUMY 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday 12/18- TUMY Christmas Party from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. at the Web. Cost is $20 which 
includes - Laser Tag, Go-Carts and snacks. Also remember your wrapped White Elephant gift 
for the always fun TUMY exchange. Wear your new TUMY tee and release forms are necessary.  

Sunday 12/25 - No evening TUMY so we can celebrate our Lord's Birthday with our families. 

 

TLC Notes: Thanks for everyone who donated items to our Rummage Sale. Thanks to your gen-
erous donations we were able to earn $1,066 that will go toward our Summer Mission Trip. 

VISION TEAM  The Vision Team met on November 14, composing some recommen-
dations for Trinity’s faith full future.  These recommendations will be presented to our Church 
Council.  Continue to pray for us to live into God’s preferred future for Trinity. 

Milford Miami Ministries 
  
 
    Thanks to everyone for their help in making our chicken dinner fund raiser a 

success. The profit from the dinner was $1498.01. This was a healthy boost to our bottom line. 
Activity for October: 
Utility…….$1850.00 
Rent………..$350.00 
Oil/propane..$238.43 

Food Pantry----114 families---391 people in families---17 families were using the pantry for the 
first time. 
     Thank you for all your support, and please continue to keep this ministry in your prayers. 
                                                                                                    Blessings     Nancy and Dorothy 
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4   COMMUNION  
     8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship 
9:30 Sunday School 
2:00 Tender Mercies Preparation 
6:00 JAM 
6:00 Stephen Ministry 

5  
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 

6  
 
9:30 Women’s Study 
6:30 Contemp. Worship 
           Planning 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 
 

11 CHOIR CANTATA 
        8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
        CHILREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 
        9:30 Contemporary Worship 
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM    6:00 TUMY 
6:00 Lydia Circle  January Newsletter Deadline 

13 
9:30 Women’s Study 
1:00 BH Book Club 
 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 
 

12 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 
 

18 
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM 
6:00 TUMY Christmas Party 
7:30 BH Candlelight Service 

19   
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 
7:00 TRUSTEES 

20 
9:30 Women’s Study 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 

26 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
 

27 
9:30 Women’s Study 
 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 

 

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
10:00 COMBINED WORSHIP   
9:30 Sunday School 
 

 

  SUNDAY          MONDAY  TUESDAY 
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 1 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 


����
������� �

2 
 
 
7:00 Scrapbooking 

3 
4:00 TUMY  Ronald  
     McDonald House 
     Dinner 

7  10:00 Prayer Group 
6:00 AA Dinner 
          No Stone Soup  
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 PSS Adult Study 

8 
10:00 Pastor Study 
6:15 UMW 
         CHRISTMAS 
         DINNER  
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 

9 
 
 
 

14  9:30 M-Squad goes 
to La Comedia 
10:00 Prayer Group 
1:00 BH Bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 FINANCE 

15 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 
 

16 
9:00 Fruit Basket 
         assembly 
12:00 Fruit Basket 
           pick up 
 
 

17 
12:00 MMM 
       Gift Distribution 
 
1:00 BH Cookie  
           Exchange 
 

21 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 SPRC 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

22  
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 

23 
 
 
 

24 
  CHRISTMAS EVE 
          SERVICES 
5:00 
8:00 
11:00 
 

      WEDNESDAY              THURSDAY                FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

10 
 

For a more detailed calendar including other groups using facilities please visit our website at Trinitymilford.org. 

30 29 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 

28  10:00 Prayer Group 
10:00 Threads of Love 
1:00 BH bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

31 8:00 M-Squad 
            All Church 
New Years Eve Party 
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HAVE A 

BLESSED CHRIST-
MAS 

BRANCH HILL UMC 

Bob Conley  
Larry Green                                     
The Russo Family  
Ellen Kurtz 
Carl Gant                                                         
Steven Miro 
Colin Zinn                                                        
Leslie May                                                          
Denver Kidner                                                
Pat Adleta  
Pat Smith                                                             
David Cobb                                                       
Victor Mallott                                                   
Frank Gilbert                                                   
Bud Stamper     
Sondy Steele  
Alisha Werner                                        
Danny Morse                                          
Kevin Rafdel  
Greg Crabtree  

Giselle Sonders  
Carolyn Morgan  
Carolyn Rogers  
Tim Buckner  
Gerry Bishop  
Alice Tayor-Clift  
Chuck Henry  
Michelle Morris  
Norton Stanley  
Janice Barrows  
John Pearson  
Rich Campbell  
Tom Hanrahan  
Kelsey Owens  
Betty Hurd  
Hazel Marvelle  
Frank Kieser  
Marilyn Weir   
Rita Werner   
Debbie Ward   
C.B. Green   
Dave Cook  

� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �


 � � � � � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � ����

BRANCH HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
www.branchhillumc.org. 

NEWS/NOTES 
� - The Women’s Book Club for November had a great time together viewing the video – 

“Perfect Stranger”.  
� - Thanks to those who brought boxes of food for the Thanksgiving Miami Ministries col-

lection.  There will be another opportunity to help with food for the Christmas season. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
� - Bible Study – 2nd and 4th Wednesdays in December (14 and 28) at 1:00 p.m.– finishing 

our study/discussion of “The Christian Atheist”.  
� - There will be a Christmas Cookie Exchange at Mary Lou Smith’s on Saturday, December 

17 – 1:00 pm. 
� - Our Christmas Candle Light service is scheduled for Sunday, December 18 – 7:30 p.m.  

Watch the bulletins for more details. 

     December: 
12/14 Gene Marsh 
12/19 Russ Smith 
12/25 Jesus  

Ed Armacost (Adam’s grandfather)   
Dave Crock (Adam’s dad)   
Kelly Sears (and Linda)                                    
Meighan (Ruth and Rich’s niece)  
Kaitlyn and Jaclyn  
 Georgia and Joyce (Dave Cook’s Nieces)       



13 

CHRISTmas Challenges to Find Real JOY 
     In our fall book, Pastor Craig Groeschel challenged us by saying we often wor-
ship money and use God rather than the other way around. On November 6, in his 
first sermon following our study, Pastor Kirk challenged us as well to not worry 

about money but to “Believe in the Future”. 
     Both pastors pointed out that compared to most of the world’s people, we are all rich. So, 
what do we do with our wealth? You’ve heard the expression over the last few years: 
“Christmas is not YOUR birthday! ”  How would Christ want us to celebrate His birth?    
     It’s fine to give presents to loved ones, but many or most of us go overboard. How many toys 
do our grandkids really need?  How many sweaters can we wear? How much do we need to col-
lect?  
     Peter Walsh, decorator-philosopher who de-clutters people’s homes and lives on TV, says 
that clutter has power over us. Jesus said in Matthew 6:24, “You cannot love both God and mam-
mon [material things].” Walsh also challenges us: “Love what you have. Have what you need. 
Be happy with less.”  I would add: Share what you have! 
     With the current economy, the need of local families is greater this year, so choose a name 
from the MMM Giving Tree. Take your child or grandchild shopping for those needs and explain 
THAT is part of THEIR Christmas  – sharing part of what you would normally spend on them.  
     Take Pastor Mike Slaughter’s slogan (in bold above) to heart and give to the annual Christ-
mas Miracle Offering that originated and is still run through Ginghamsburg UMC where he 
serves. The money goes to help supply needs and bring clean water to those in the poverty-
stricken Sudan.  
     Even though we aren’t sending a mission team to Mexico in February due to severe dangers 
in the border area, Larry and Dr. Nancy still need financial help to run their mission work. Write 
a check to Trinity and mark it for MEXICO. 
     You can help feed and school (in a Christian center) a child in a third-world country and pro-
vide them with a Christmas or birthday gift through Compassion International. You can give the 
gift of a pig, goat, chickens, other livestock or plants to help similar children and families not 
only have meat or milk but to start their own business through the Heifer Project. World Vision 
also helps you provide animals in a similar way plus mosquito nets, medical supplies, and other 
basic needs.  Websites are:  www.compassion.com  www.heifer.org   www.worldvisiongifts.org .  
     Many of you have charitable organizations you support. Share that information with others 
you sit near in worship service or in your small groups. You can also check with our Mission 
Coordinator, Jane Loomis, for more ideas. 
     There's another phrase I read recently: "December 25th is not ME-mas!"  So, instead of think-
ing only of ourselves and our families, the Christmas challenge this year is to do with less and 
share more with others.  
     “We are blessed to be a blessing!” We should count our blessings and then share with others 
to truly celebrate Christ’s birth. You will receive true CHRISTmas JOY – as you bless Jesus, 
Others, and Yourself!                                                                                               Rita Fisher 

UPWARD SPORTS:  SOCCER 
Plans are in place for Trinity to host our second season of Upward soc-
cer beginning in the spring of 2012.  Kent Slyder is our league director.  

If you would like to serve in some capacity in this ministry, please contact Kent. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
1/01/2011 Through 10/31/2011 

Actual                Budget             Difference 
  Total Offering     $356,511           $360,160             $3,649 
  Total Income       $395,900           $388,660             $7,240 
  Total Expense     $366,139           $388,492            $22,353 
  Net                        $29,761                  $169            $29,592 
Total Offering  of $356,511 is $3,649. less then planned budget. This includes plate, pledges and 
Sunday School offering. Pledges are $10,343 less than planned budget. Total expenses are 
$29,761 less than the total income. Total expenses are also $22,353 less than the planned budget. 
Apportionments are paid up through October 2011. 

TRINITY’S NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON! 
It’s new! It’s exciting! Trinity Church has a newly designed website that will be ready for use 
early in December- just in time for guests who will be choosing a place of worship for Christ-
mas. It features engaging pictures, regularly updated news, and is more user-friendly. We will 
be asking you to check our website on a consistent basis for ministry updates and helps. 
Thanks to Amy Dutro and others who worked so hard to make this happen. It will be more 
important than ever to submit current material to Amy to keep our site vibrant and fresh. 

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY .  
     In late November and early December, the Post Office has often had difficulty in delivering 
the Trinity News in a timely fashion.  Please remember that each issue is installed on our Web-
site Trinitymilford.org even before it is printed, so check our website for the latest events hap-
pening at Trinity. 

 

Trinity’s Welcome Center Ministry needs you! It can be 
intimidating to come to church for the first time, not knowing the folks 
there or your way around the building. It is our aim at Trinity to help our 
guests feel fully welcomed. Use your friendly personality to man our cen-
ter for brief times between services. Call Anna Fabisiak or talk to one of 
the pastors to volunteer. There’s nothing like a smile and a “Glad you’re 
here. Can I help you find anything?” to bless another person. 

NEED HELP GETTING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS? 

The holidays can be an extremely anxiety-ridden time for many people.  
Are you or anyone you know going through a difficult time? Stephen Min-

isters are there to walk beside an individual helping him or her carry his or her burden.  You 
may give your name or another’s name to Pastor Kirk or Pastor Laura or Rich Bell  (248-4033). 
All information is held in strictest confidentiality. 
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TRINITY ATTENDANCE 
   8:15 9:30 11:00  Total  
Sunday, October     23    39 158   74   271 
Sunday, October     30   46 180   90   316 
Sunday, November 06   50 167 104   321 
Sunday, November 13   50 176 104   330 

Congratulations to Mary Ann Joslin. 
     Mary Ann has received the 2011 Maroon Award for alumni from Western Hills 
High School. A 1958 graduate, Mary Ann attended Central Vocational School and 
became an LPN. She worked at Christ Hospital and later moved to Clemont County 
Pediatrics where she remained for 30 years.  She also held a position at Mercy Hos-
pital for 21 years caring for people with cancer. She retired in 2001.  A friend and 

co-worker described Mary Ann as “a person who touched the lives of people with cancer every 
day. She always took a personal interest in their lives and her warmth and caring were felt by the 
staff members we worked with as well.”  Mary Ann and Donovan have been married for 53 
years. She loves to garden, and since her retirement, she has worked at Trinity around the office 
and cleaning the sanctuary. Congratulations Mary Ann for this honor.�

REAL LIFE GROUPS UPDATE 

      We have finished our study of the Christian Atheist, and reviews have been 
generally favorable.  As participants reflected on the material, we have heard 
comments ranging from, “this is the best book we have studied so far” to “the 

author was really ‘in your face’ with his challenges”.  Wherever you found yourself on this con-
tinuum, we are sure that you will agree that our all-church fall study provided an opportunity to 
self-access your own Christian walk.  Our small groups offered a setting for us to take our next 
steps together as we grow in our faith. About half of our active membership participated in our 
fall study. 

      Our Real Life Groups also engaged in a number of outreach activities together – and the fol-
lowing list is not exhaustive.  Leaders reported that their groups engaged in the community by 
taking a meal into the Saul’s Homeless Shelter in Batavia, providing supper for the local fire-
house that provides protection for Trinity UMC, and making wooden games for the Boyd E. 
Smith Elementary School carnival.  Additionally, others helped with yard chores, worked with 
the Yellow Ribbon Military Support Center, participated in the pet food drive, and helped a dis-
advantaged family in Brown County. These small group ministries remind us in a tangible way 
that we are to be the hands, feet and voice of Christ in our immediate world. 

     Did you miss the chance to participate in a Real Life Group this fall?  Don’t despair.  Begin-
ning in mid-January, the pastors will be preaching a four week sermon series that builds on the 
recently released movie, “Courageous”.  Many of our small groups will be studying complimen-
tary material. Check our website for a Real Life Group that fits your schedule.   
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

12/01 Don Fahrnbach  
12/01 Timothy Foster  
12/02 Brandi Madigan  
12/03 Colton Brown 
12/04 Chelsea Sick 
12/04 Kathy Christopher  
12/04 Thelma Faul  
12/06 Marlee McCloud 
12/07 Steve Simpson 
12/08 Tyler (Helton) Ward 
12/08 Don Zimmerman  
12/13 Victoria Moore 
12/14 Suzanne Allen 
12/15 Hannah Sick 
12/15 Julia Foster 

12/15 Debbie Giles 
12/15 Alex Herbst 
12/15 Andrew Jaquillard 
12/15 Lenore Jeffers 
12/15 Rick Ladd  
12/15 Breann Pinson 
12/16 Quinnleigh Fabisiak 
12/18 June King 
12/20 William Loomis  
12/20 Ryan Rees 
12/20 Sue Rismiller 
12/21 Kathy Igo  
12/21 Gary Koester 
12/21 Richard Meek 
12/22 Lauren Bebout 
12/22 Mary Karg  
12/23 Lyn Barton 

12/23 Audrey Koester 
12/23 Christie  
           VanValkenburgh 
12/24 Lars Burse 
12/24 Alison Simpson 
12/24 Cody Wallace 
12/25 Margaret Bryan 
12/25 Jesus Bar Joseph 
12/26 Ashley Barringer 
12/26 Nathan Kellum 
12/26 Justin King 
12/27 Lois Cole  
12/29 Thomas Keys  
12/30 Jeff Koester  
12/31 Marye Jo Burleigh  
12/31 Tom Hadley 
 

STONE  SOUP  SUPPERS 
6:00 p.m. Wednesday evenings. Bring a dish to share. Great Food, Everyone is welcome. 

 Wednesday, December 07 No Stone Soup—AA dinner 
 Wednesday, December 14  Oven Fried Chicken 
 Wednesday, December 21  Pie Night 
 Wednesday, December 28  Bean Soup 

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEARING 
Your old hearing aids can be restored to 
be used by deaf children. Give them to 
Pete Pierce-Jones. 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
12/17/83 Hall, Eric and Debby 
12/18/66 Bywater, Gene and Diane 
12/20/70 Shaw, Fred and Nancy 
12/26      Cox, Barry and Bonnie 
12/26/50 Lillibridge Duane and Betty 
12/28/50 Douglas, Phil and Mary 
12/31/94 Horning, Brian and Jennifer  

To be included in these lists, be sure to give 
your anniversary information to the church 

office. 

To be included in these lists, be sure to give your birthday information to the church office. 
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Helping Hands Ministry is Reaching Out  Need some help with some simple 
household tasks or transportation? Call or e-mail Pastor Laura, and she will pair 
you up with someone that will help you. (If you would like to be the help, let Pas-
tor Laura know.)  

CONTINUAL 
PRAYERS 
Frank Honebrink 
Pat Honebrink 
Nella Johnson 
Clarence Lynn 
Joanne Marohn 
Lillian Wilson 
Morgan Fuhrman  
Donovan Johnson  
Jack and Eva Wilsey 
Lenore Jeffers 
Vera Brown 

Shirley Rose 
Bob Craig 
Earl Keys 
E. K. Keller 
Julia Kostyn 
Patrick Federle 
Thelma Faul 
Martha Chalk 
Wanda Covert 
 
 
 
 

Keep these people in your 
prayers 

NOTICE: To have items included in the JANUARY issue of Trinity News you need 
to submit them by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11. They can be given to the Church 
office, or e-mailed directly to Gene Wagner at ewagner3@cinci.rr.com.  

USHERING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
     The 9:30 a.m. service is looking for ushers!  If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
Brian Horning.  A friendly personality is the only requirement. We are scheduling for January now. 
     If you would like to help usher during any of our services, contact the church office (831-0262), 
sign up on the sheet in the Narthex or contact Brian Horning for the 9:30 a.m. service, or contact 
Herb Ruffley  for the 11:00 a.m. service. 

 

Our deepest care and sympathy go to 

        Freda McMillion and family in the passing of her brother R.J. Litton. 

REMEMBER 
 IN PRAYER:  
The Fuhrman family 
Nelson and Susan Smith 
Tilley family 
Chris Pray 
Julie Clifford 
Shirley Ingram 
Celeste and  
          John Armentrout 
Abby Lynn 
Vicki Phillips 
Family of Rudy Waits 

Patti Sidenstick 
Adam Patrick and 
           family 
Bob and Susan 
           Cramer 
Mark and Nicole  
           Spagnuolo 
Dee Hansman and  
           family 
Lindee Neat 
Sondra Neimann 
Luther Morris 
Ryan Nellis 

Website Updates:  Our website is an outreach tool to the community.  Please submit current 
information and photos of Trinity events, activities and ministries to Amy Dutro.  She also has a 
mailbox in the copy room. 
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TAKE A MOMENT………………….………………………...…………………...………..Gene Wagner 

SING WE NOW OF CHRISTMAS 
(The Christmas story told with words from Christmas Carols)  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that 
mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining. It is the night of the dear 
Savior’s birth. 

      In Bethlehem ‘neath starlit skies, a babe within a manger lies; No room 
inside the hostel there, for Joseph or Madonna fair. Silent night, holy night. 

All is calm, all is bright around the virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild.  
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall: Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is 
Lord of all. 
     It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold. “Peace on the earth, good will to men, from Heaven’s all-gracious 
King.” The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.  
     While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, the angel of the Lord 
came down, and glory shone around. “Fear not,” said he for mighty dread had seized their 
troubled mind, “Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind. To you in David’s town 
this day is born of David’s line, the Savior who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: The 
heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed, all neatly wrapped in swathing 
bands and in a manger laid.”  “O come all you faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come you, O 
come you to Bethlehem; Come and behold him, born the King of angels.”  
     The shepherds at those tiding rejoiced much in mind, and left their flocks afeeding in tempest, 
storm and wind, and went to Bethlehem straightway, the blessed babe to find. 
     “O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the 
silent stars go by; yet in thy dark streets shines the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the 
years are met in you tonight. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals 
sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.” 
     “Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings 
be which inspire your heavenly song?” 
     “Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains!  What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping.  There’s a song in 
the air! There’s a star in the sky! There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry! And the 
star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!” 
     And by the light of that same star, three wise men came from country far; to seek for a king 
was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where 
Jesus lay. Then entered in those wise men three, full reverently upon the knee and offered there, 
in his presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
    Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him 
room and heaven and nature sing. Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: let men their songs 
employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the mountain that 
Jesus Christ is born.  
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   “Humor is the prelude to faith, and laughter is the beginning of prayer.” Reinhold Niebuhr   

 

Question: How many different Christmas carols were used in the article on page 18? Can you 
identify all of them? See bottom of this page for the answer.  
 
     About two weeks before Christmas, a little Catholic boy decided to write a letter to Santa. He 
started, ‘Dear Santa . . , He thought, “No, I will go to a higher authority,” so he decided to write a 
letter to Jesus. 
 “Dear Jesus, if you get me a bike for Christmas, I will be good for two weeks.” 
 “No, no, no! I can’t be good for two weeks,” he thought to himself. So he started over 
again. “Dear Jesus, if you get me a bike for Christmas, I will be good for one week.” 
 “No, no, no! I can’t be good for one week,” he thought. So he quickly ran into the living 
room and grabbed the statue of Mary and quickly wrapped it in a blanket. He started over again. 
“Dear Jesus, I have your mother. . If you ever want to see her again, get me a bike for Christ-
mas.“ 
 
     Alex was five; all his Christmas presents were always signed, “from Santa.” 
A little while after Alex had opened all his presents on Christmas morning, his parents became 
aware that he was looking quite down in the mouth for no obvious reason.” 
 “What’s the matter, Al?” his dad asked. 
 “Ummmmmm,” replied Alex slowly, “I really hoped that you and Mommy would give 
me something.” 
 
     Jennifer was a pretty 18 year old girl. In the week before Christmas, she sauntered up to the 
curtain counter, and was trying to decide which of the many types of tinsel she would buy. Fi-
nally, she made her choice and asked the youth who was manning the section, “How much is this 
gold tinsel garland.” 
 The young man pointed to the Christmas mistletoe above the counter and said, “This 
week we have a special offer, just one kiss per yard.” 
 “Wow! That’s great!” said Jennifer, “I’ll take 12 yards.” 
 With expectation and anticipation written all over his face, the youth measured out the 
tinsel, wrapped it up and gave it to Jennifer. 
 She then called to an old man who had been browsing through the Christmas trees and 
said, “My Grandpa will settle the bill.” 
 
 A man was lying on his death bed. He wanted to take all of his possessions with him, so 
he told his wife and relatives to place all his possessions on the roof so he could grab them on the 
way to heaven. The man died. A few days later his wife and relatives saw that his possessions 
were still on the roof.  “I knew we should have put his stuff in the basement,” his wife said. 
 

Answer: Seventeen.  Sing We Now of Christmas, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, O Holy Night, In Bethlehem 
Neath Starlit Skies, Silent Night, Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, While Shepherds 
Watched their Flocks by Night, O Come All Ye Faithful, God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen vs 4, O Little Town 
of Bethlehem, Angels We Have Heard on High, vs 2, vs1, What Child is This, There’s a Song in the Air, The 
First Noel vs 3-5, Joy to the World, Go Tell it on the Mountain.  


