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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Nursery during all services 

FEBRUARY SCRIPTURES AND SERMON TITLES 

LENT 2012 BEGINS 
 
February 22, Ash Wednesday 
Communion and Ashes 
Scriptures: Mark 1-14-15 
                  Revelation 3: 19-21 
Message:  “Repent” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 7:00 p.m. 
 
February 26  First Sunday in Lent 
Scriptures:  Luke 23:32-���  
                   John 3:14-21 
Message:  “Forgive” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 8:15, 11:00 a.m. 
Laura Saunders preaching at 9:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY: Adult Studies led by Ed Fisher 
meet at 9:30 a.m. in Room 2 and led by Dean 
Engleman meet at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor. 

TUESDAY: Women's Bible Study Group meets at 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parlor.  

WEDNESDAY: Pastor Laura’s PSS (Post Stone Soup) Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 3. We’ll be studying the “Words that Last Forever.” 

THURSDAY:  PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 
Presently the Pastor’s Bible Study is moving toward finishing the Old Testament. Beginning on 
Thursday, February 23, the study will go along with the worship series on “Words that Last For-
ever,” the seven last words of Christ. This series will last until Easter time.  You are welcome to 
come and participate in this beneficial time of Bible Study, fellowship and discussion. 

MONDAY: Men’s Study Group meets in 
Room 5 at 7:00 p.m. All men are welcome.  

February 5  Communion 
Scriptures:  Joshua 24:1-���  
                   Colossians 4:2-6 
Message:  “Courageous Faith” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 8:15, 11:00 a.m. 
Laura Saunders preaching at 9:30 a.m. 
 
February 12  Scout Sunday 
Scriptures:  2 Timothy 2:20-���  
                   Luke 12:41-48 
Message:  “Always Prepared” 
Laura Saunders preaching 
 
February 19  Transfiguration Sunday 
Scriptures:  2 Corinthians 4:3-��  
                   Mark 9:2-9 
Message:  “Go Figure” 
Kirk Peterson preaching 

MAKE BIBLE STUDY YOUR DISCIPLINE FOR LENT 
and your habit for a lifetime. 

The cover picture of the Crucifixion is another painting by Fred Tissot’s relative J.J. Tissot 1899. 
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M artin Luther King Jr.’s epitaph is “Free at last. Free at last.  Thank God Almighty I’m 
Free at Last.”  Frank Sinatra’s epitaph is “The best is yet to come.”  Winston Churchill’s epitaph 
is “I am ready to meet my Maker.  Whether my Maker is prepared for the great ordeal of meeting 
me is another matter.” 
 
     Jesus had no epitaph.  Buried in a borrowed tomb, no words were emblazoned across his 
grave.  Instead, during the final hours of his life, Jesus mapped out his way of suffering with sev-
en famous last words—seven final phrases, remembered and recited throughout the ages—
expressive of his path of passion taken for us.  Can these last words possibly have a lasting im-
pact upon us even now?  In a word, yes! 
 
     Our Lenten series for this year is “Words that Last Forever” which will begin with Ash 
Wednesday, February 22.  The prophet Isaiah said, “The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the 
word of our Lord stands forever.”  Throughout Lent we will hear words that last forever, the final 
words spoken by our Lord such as “forgive,” “paradise,” and “finished.”  The messages in wor-
ship and the study in a number of our small groups during Lent will delve deeper into these 
words to find that lasting impact upon us today.     
 
     Lent is the 40 days (not counting Sundays) before Easter, a time of disciplined preparation for 
the proclamation of all that happened and what was done for us in Jesus’ life, death and resurrec-
tion.  Lent is a special time for us to especially discipline ourselves and diligently and deeply 
pursue our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Lent can be an exceptional time of growth for us as 
Jesus’ disciples. 
 
     During Lent, you are especially encouraged to exercise spiritual disciplines such as worship, 
prayer, fasting, Bible Study and service, among many others God has provided for us.  In all the 
opportunities you have, you are highly encouraged to share the words of the Lord which last for-
ever. What Jesus has said and done for us has a lasting impact! 
 
      Spread the word, 
       Kirk   

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which this year is February 22.  Our 
Ash Wednesday service will be at 7:00 p.m., in the sanctuary.  This ser-
vice will kick off our Lenten series, “Words that Last Forever!”  Plan to 
start Lent well by coming to worship on Ash Wednesday.  Communion 
and the imposition of ashes will be offered. 
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MILFORD MIAMI MINISTRIES 
     On behalf of the clients of Milford Miami Ministry we would like to 
thank you for your generous gifts of money for turkeys and hundreds gifts 
for the children. With your help we were able to serve 233 families which 
included 421 children during the Christmas season. We would like to thank 

all of the Trinity members who helped with the set up and on the day of distribution. We cannot 
do it without you. 
     We would like to recognize the service commitment of Dorothy Ruffley. She served both as a 
volunteer in the pantry and as one of Trinity’s representative to the Board. She further served as 
the Director of Volunteers, making sure we had sufficient people to work in the pantry during 
the times the pantry is open. As of January 1, she will no longer be a representative from Trinity 
on the Board. We will miss her smiling face at the board meetings, but am very thankful that she 
is continuing to work in the pantry as a volunteer. If you see Dorothy please thank her for com-
mitment to our church and to MMM. 
     We are currently looking for a volunteer who would be interested in coordinating our volun-
teer staff. It includes making sure we have volunteers for each Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
and Wednesday evenings. If you are interested please let Nancy Seng know of your interest. 
     We hope you were able to view our newsletter which was prepared by our own Jan Gerdom. 
If you have not had an opportunity to see it, please check with the church office to see a copy. 
     MMM was able to serve 127 families in December with 402 members in those households. 
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($592.61). 
     Please remember we are still doing the Kroger Neighborhood Rewards and Meijer Rewards 
programs. During 2011 we received over $2,000.00 from these programs. 
     A couple of things you may want to put on your calendar are Milford First United Methodist 
Church’s auction scheduled for March and a 5K Run/Walk for April. Both of them will benefit 
MMM and if you want to help with either of these short term fund raisers please let us know.   
    Julie Codding, Jan Gerdom, and Nancy Seng 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 

A Daily Lenten Devotional guide will be available again this year for our Lenten journey.  Writ-
ten by Rich Bimler, the devotional is called “Holy Habits”.  These Lenten devotions share 47 
positive “holy habits” a.k.a. “resurrection routines” for Lent (or anytime).  Bimler begins with a 
Scripture for each day of Lent and Holy Week and connects it with a specific “holy habit” in-
tended to help us focus more intentionally and joyfully on the Resurrection message for us in 
Christ’s Cross and the Empty Tomb. 

Also available will be a Lenten token, a “Paschal Lamb coin”, which features the Paschal Lamb 
and includes “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  On our journey 
through Lent, this can serve as a daily hands-on reminder of the sacrifice of Christ and the way 
we are to live for Him. 
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Real Life Groups Lenten Study 
 

     Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22. For this season that leads up to Easter, the pas-
tors will be preaching a series called “Words that Last Forever” based on the sayings of Jesus 
while on the cross. As we examine our Lord’s frame of mind in these trying hours, we will be 
encouraged to look at our spiritual lives to take inventory. 
     Many of our study groups will be using material that builds on the sermon series. Lent is typi-
cally a time in the church year for spiritual introspection, a time when we draw closer to the Lord 
through intentional faith practices. Many people choose to give up something during Lent as a 
way to set aside distractions that detract from their faith journey in order to focus more fully on 
God. It is also appropriate to take something up (like a small group study) to draw closer to God 
through that experience. 
     Check Trinity’s website at trinitymilford.org and look under adult ministries/study group list-
ings for a group that might fit your schedule. You are also welcome to check with Pastor Laura 
to discuss the study options. 

Financial Peace University 
 

     During the season of Lent and beyond, Trinity member Jeff Miller will be leading a class on 
Dave Ramsey’s “Financial Peace University.” Jeff is intending to offer the class on Wednes-
days from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. beginning on February 29 (providing this timeframe works with the 
schedules of those who are interested).  This is a thirteen week class. Pre-registration is neces-
sary, as each participant family must purchase a Membership Kit at a reduced rate of $75. 
(Scholarship-funded materials are available if the need is present. Please arrange for this by con-
tacting Pastor Laura). There is no charge to participate if you already have the materials and 
simply want to take this as a refresher course. 
     Financial adviser Dave Ramsey uses Biblical principles to help participants take control of 
personal finances. During this life-changing class, you will learn how to: 

Get control of your money. 
Stop struggling to make ends meet. 
Tell your money what to do. 
Change your family’s financial future.  

 
     The registration deadline is February 15. Reserve your space by contacting Pastor Laura at 
831-0262 or trinitylaura@fuse.net or using the tear-off in the bulletin.  Make checks out to Trini-
ty UMC, designating “FPU materials” on your check or envelope. For more course information, 
visit daveramsey.com. Brochures are available on the cabinet near the breezeway.  

SHAREFEST PLANNING  The dates for this year's ShareFest outreach to the community will 
be June 28-30. The first meeting of the planning committee will be Feb. 13, at 6:30 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church. If you would like to be involved in the planning phase or just see 
what goes on behind the scenes, please plan to attend, and let Pastor Laura or Jane Loomis know 
of your interest. 
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Kids R.O.C. - Where Kids Rely on Christ - SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Education Director: Dora Slyder 

February 2012 Teachings – The Beatitudes 
"  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God."   Matthew 5:8 NIV 

     In February, Rotation Sunday School workshops at 9:30 a.m. for K- 6th grade will 
be Teaching The Beatitudes.  Here is Matthew’s understanding of the central points in Jesus’ 
teaching. Just as Moses went up the mountain to bring a new law to the people, so Jesus from the 
mountain describes the way God wants us to live now. Jesus commends the meek, the merciful, 
those with undefiled hearts, and those who work for peace. These are virtues we have come to 
know throughout our whole history with God. Others in the list are more surprising. Jesus blesses 
the poor, the hungry, and the weeping as well as the virtuous, recognizing the injustice of their 
situation and assuring them of God’s care. 
*Rotation Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. for K-���
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              *Is your new years resolution to be more involved in Trinity's Children?   
Next Month: Teachings - The Lord's Prayer 
     Please use the 'Name Badger' computer each week for a Sunday School Name tag.  This 
wonderful program helps us to keep attendance of not only our kids but the teachers.  So 'check-
in' each week.   
Children’s Choirs: F.I.S.H.I.E.S (preschool-3rd grade):  led by Shawn Hargis, Maggie Engel-
man and Mackensie Slyder, will rehearse every Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 a.m. in room 
1.  Children interested in attending choir will be dismissed to choir from Sunday School.   
J.A.M Choir  (4-6th grade): led by Kathy Fuhrman and Chrissie Womack, will rehearse every 
Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 in room 5.  All children, ages 4-6th grade are welcome!!!  
Children interested in attending choir will be dismissed to choir from Sunday School.   
Sunday Evenings: JAM Jesus And Me (4-6th grade): Pam Hudson and Lisa Owens are our 
JAM leaders with Jim Hargis assisting.  JAM is Trinity's Youth Group for kids in grades 4, 5 and 
6. 

  JAM stands for Jesus And Me and that really sums up what our group is about.  We 
help our kids make a real connection between church and their day-to-day lives.  We get 
together weekly for exciting object lessons, fellowship, mission work, fun and games.  
In February we will be collecting pet care items to give to a local shelter.  Come check it 

out!  Room 2 Sundays at 6:00-7:30 (special activities may have adjusted times).  2/5 - No JAM, 
2/12 - Shut-In Visits 2/19 and 2/26 Regular JAM Meeting 
     Do you have a pet? Do you love animals? JAM is having a "Love Your Pet Drive."  JAM 
children are working with Rich Sheer and "Save The Animals Foundation." Boxes will be placed 
throughout the church for you to donate items for this local animal shelter. The JAM children 
will remind you of this event, help to collect the items and will also deliver them to the local 
shelter. Items needed are posted by boxes and on the bulletin board. They include: dishwashing 
liquid, bleach, antibiotic ointment, canned cat food (Fancy Feast or Wellness brands) stainless 
steel bowls, small plastic food dishes (microwaveable are best), baby wipes, and paper towels. 
 

The plans for our 2012 Vacation Bible School are already underway.  Get ready for 
exciting wilderness thrills as you head out to beautiful SonRise National Park right 
here at Trinity, July 2012!   
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The M-Squad is the “Seniors” fellowship at Trinity. All seniors 
are invited to attend our monthly functions.  Branch Hill seniors 
are invited to join us for all M-Squad functions. 
 

On Tuesday, February 21 we will have another great M-Squad 
potluck hosted by Herb and Dorothy Ruffley. After our meal, Patsy 
Gaines will present Susanna Wesley, “Oh, Susanna” as a dramatic 
monologue in costume. 
 
On Tuesday, March 20 we hope to have a corned-beef and cabbage 
dinner when Dee Brown will tell us about the “Threads of Love” 
group.  Bill and Mary Lou Gray will help host. 

 
In April, we will have potluck hosted by the John and Marye Jo Burleigh and Steve and Sue 
Rismiller who will show the pictures they took on our trip last September. 

Keyboard/Piano Player Needed 
Trinity Live is looking for an experienced keyboard/piano player for the Contemporary Service. 
If you or someone you know is interested, please contact the church office for an application 
and additional information. 

The Flower Chart for 2012 is now in a book on the table in the hallway. Please 
feel free to reserve the Sunday(s) of your choice for the flowers. The first listed 
for each date would be for the Altar ($25.00), the second listed would be for the 
organ ($20.00).  The flowers are yours to take with you after the last service, or 
they can be picked up the next day. 

     Mark your calendars right now and plan to 
participate in the First Annual MMM Family 
5K Run/Walk on Saturday, April 14, 2012 at 
Miami Meadows Park.  The race will also 
honor the memory of Mary Miller who was 
such a wonderful friend to so many in need 
in our community during her lifetime.   

     Plan now for your group to participate. A little friendly competition is always wel-
come!  Maybe you’ve been working to get in shape and have a goal of participating in 
your first 5K?  Why not make the MMM 5K your goal and encourage others to join 
you.  You will be hearing much more about this opportunity, but plan now to partici-
pate. 

     Business sponsors are also welcome.  They will be highlighted in all advertising and 
race day T-shirts.     If you have questions or would like to volunteer to help with this 
event, please be in touch with Jan Gerdom at Jgerdom@cinci.rr.com. 
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The Anna Circle will meet will meet in the home of Rose Billhimer on February 15 
at 7:30 p.m. Diane Lenz will open the meeting with devotions and Rose will present 
the program. 

 
The Esther Circle will meet on Thursday, February 9 in the parlor for their regular monthly 
meeting. SURPRISE, come and find out what we will be doing for February. See you at 10:00 
a.m..  
 
The Lydia Circle is sponsoring the bake sale. It is scheduled for February 12 and will have a 
Valentines Day theme. We will need baked goods to sell and would appreciate anything anyone 
was willing to make. We will need everything pre-wrapped to sell for $1. We will also have a 
few items that will be for silent auction and will be delivered following the 11:00 a.m. service if 
winner is not present. If someone amongst us is a cake decorator extraordinaire and would like 
to donate, then we would love to have it. We will need to have all baked goods to the church by 
8:30 a.m. on Sunday morning so that we will have time for set up.  
 
The Susanna Circle will be meeting Tuesday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m. This will be a regular 
meeting in the Trinity Parlor.  Contact Jennifer Horning at horning@fuse.net for more infor-
mation.  We will also be staffing the Welcome Center this month please check for open shifts.   

 
UMW NEWS 

 
The General Meeting of the United Methodist Women will be Thursday, February 2, in Fellow-
ship Hall at 7:00 p.m. This is a very important meeting! We will be voting on the 2012 Budget 
and signing up for the Rummage Sale which will be March 9 and 10. The Esther Circle will be 
in charge of the program which will be our Prayer & Self-Denial Service, “Time for Change”. 
We encourage all women to attend even if you do not belong to a circle. 
 
      It is time for remembering the Otterbein Auxiliary  by helping them meet their goal of 900 
members for 2012. The Auxiliary has purchased many items over the past 40 years from mem-
bership fees paid annually. We will collect money at our February circle meetings or to a circle 
leader, Jennifer Horning, Rosetta Billhimer, Holla Sandlin or Jean Pierce-Jones. Thanks for your 
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THREADS OF LOVE GROUP   The Trinity Threads of Love Quilting and Knitting 
Group will meet on Wednesday, February 22 from 10:00 a.m. to about 3:00 p.m.  
     Our group is growing and always has room for more. We have made and donated 
quilts and comforters plus numerous pillows and walker bags to be used in nursing 

homes. Everyone is welcome. We embrace those who can already sew and are eager and will-
ing to show others, who may wish to participate, how easy it is. Feel free to come for the whole 
day or part of the day as your schedule allows. If you have questions please call Dee Brown.  
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     The TUMY (Trinity United Methodist Youth) grou p is open to youth from 7th through 
12th grades. This is a God centered, Mission minded group that typically meets on Sunday 
evenings.  If you have any questions concerning the Youth Group, see Scott King. 
 
Sunday, February 05 - No TUMY 
 
Saturday, February 11 - Bethany House Mission. Bethany House is an abuse shelter for wom-
en and children of the Cincinnati area. TUMY will be going down to serve brunch as well as 
taking some time to play with the children. Please be at Trinity at 8:00 a.m. in your 2012 TUMY 
tee if you are attending. 
 
Sunday, February 12 - No TUMY 
 
Friday, February 17 - ����	�0�$
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Building 429, Sanctus Real, Skillet and many more. Cost for the concert is $10. This might be a 
great event to bring a friend and introduce them to modern Christian music. Departure time 
TBA. 
 
Sunday, February 19 - No TUMY 
 
Sunday, February 26 - Regular TUMY 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. The first deposit of $150.00 for our 
Summer Mission Trip to Pittsburgh is due on this date! TUMY will be going to Pittsburgh the 
week of July 08th to do various community service projects in the area. If anyone has any ques-
tions concerning our Summer Mission Trip, please see Scott King. 

SCRAPBOOKING 
Trinity has a no-frills Scrapbooking night the first Friday of every month. Join us February 3 at 
7:00 p.m. - ��#��
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that participate. Bring your supplies and join us in the Fellowship Hall. There is no cost and no 
reservations. Contact Jennifer Horning for more information and to be added to the e-mail list 
(email: trinityjlh@yahoo.com). 

FINDING YOUR PLACE 
     Small groups are a great way to find your place at Trinity.  They are a little 
church within themselves.  They are a place for fellowship, learning, and par-
ticipating in opportunities for helping others.  (Know, Grow, and Go)  One 
such place to find encouragement, friendship and support is in the Thursday 
night small group led by Bill and Jane Loomis.  This small group meets once a 
month in homes and they are now studying the book The Shack.  Whether this group is 
reading a best seller, watching a video, or studying a book of the Bible, their aim is to reflect and 
connect to deepen their walk with Christ.  There is diversity of thoughts and much laughter to 
enrich their discussions.  Any non-scriptural study will include a comparison to truth in the Bi-
ble.  If you would like to be contacted write a note on your pew pad attendance card or just call 
Jane Loomis.  All are welcome. 

GOT 

GROUP? 
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5 
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
2:00 Tender Mercies Preparation 
 

6  
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 

7 
 
9:30 Women’s Study 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 
7:00 BH Bible Study 
6:30 Contempory 
       Worship Planning  

12  
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:00 Lydia Circle Bake Sale 
6:00 JAM Shut In visits    
Newsletter deadline 

14 VALENTINE’S DAY 
 
9:30 Women’s Study 
1:00 BH Book Club 
6:30 Susanna Circle 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 

13 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 
 

19 
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM 
 

20  
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 
7:00 TRUSTEES 

21 
9:30 Women’s Study 
12:00 M-Squad Potluck 
7:00 BH Bible Study 
7:00 Susanna Circle 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 

27 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 

28 
9:30 Women’s Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Contemp. Practice 
 

 

26  
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM 
6:00 TUMY  

 

  SUNDAY          MONDAY  TUESDAY 

�
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1 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 PSS Adult Study 

2 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 
7:00 UMW General  
         Meeting 
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7:00 Scrapbooking 

4 
 
10:00 Quilting Class 

8  10:00 Prayer Group 
1:00 BH bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 PSS Adult Study 
7:00 FINANCE 
 

9 
10:00 Pastor Study 
10:00 Esther Circle 
 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 
7:00 Quilting Class 

10 
 
 
 

15 
10:00 Prayer Group 
 
 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:30 Anna Circle 

16 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 
 

17 
TUMY WINTERJAM 
CONCERT 
 
 
 

18 
 

22 ASH WEDNESDAY 
10:00 Prayer Group 
10:00 Threads of Love 
1:00 BH bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 WORSHIP 
         SERVICE 

23 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

      WEDNESDAY              THURSDAY                FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

11 
8:00 TUMY Bethany 
House Mission 

For a more detailed calendar including other groups using facilities please visit our website at Trinitymilford.org. 

  29  10:00 Prayer Group 
1:00 BH bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 Financial Peace  
         University. 
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Larry Green                                   
The Russo Family  
Ellen Kurtz 
Carl Gant                                                           
Steven Miro 
Colin Zinn                                                       
Leslie May                                                          
Denver Kidner                                                 
Pat Adleta  
Pat Smith                                                          
Victor Mallott                                                    
Sondy Steele  
Frank Gilbert                                             
Bud Stamper    
Alisha Werner                                      
Danny Morse                                         
Kevin Rafdel                                           
Greg Crabtree            
Giselle Sonders                                       
Carolyn Morgan          
Carolyn Rogers                                                  
Tim Buckner      
Gerry Bishop                                                   

Alice Tayor-Clift  
Chuck Henry                 
Michelle Morris             
John Pearson     
Tom Hanrahan  
Kaitlyn and Jaclyn          
Kelsey Owens      
Hazel Marvelle  
Frank Kieser                                                  
Marilyn Weir                        
Rita Werner                                              
Debbie Ward                           
Janice Barrows   
David Cobb   
Prince Way   
Judy Parker   
Ralph Howard   
Megan   
Lois and Lydia Combs    
Miracle Owens   
Joey and Family  
Natalie                 
Jim      
C.B. Green and Charlene   
Judy Parker’s Father (Smitty) 
Kelly Sears (and Linda)                                    
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Bob Conley (Elva’s brother)                      
Ed Armacost (Adam’s grandfather)     
Dave Crock (Adam’s dad)                     
Kelly Sears and Linda                                   
Meighan (Ruth and Rich’s niece)  
Norton Stanley (Linda’s son)                     
            

BRANCH HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
www.branchhillumc.org. 

NEWS/NOTES 
6 - There have been a number of our Church Family who have been sick with the flu, res-

piratory issues, etc.  Keep them in your prayers. 
6 - Our Snowbirds have arrived safely and are enjoying the warm country – Dave and Nor-

ma Cook in Florida and Rich, Ruth and Jennifer Campbell in sunny Arizona. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
6 - Bible Study on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in February (7 and 21).  We will be picking 

back up with our study of the Gospel of John – after finishing the study of “The 
Christian Atheist”.   Watch for more detail on the schedule as we are trying to find 
the best time for all who like to come. 

6 - Women’s Book Club – tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, February 14 - at the Church 
at 1:00 p.m.   

February Birthdays 

2/15 Alice (Janet) Springer   

2/19 Hanna Springer   
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TENDER MERCIES MEAL   
Trinity provides the evening meal for the residents of Tender Mercies 
(www.tendermerciesinc.org) on the first Sunday of each month. Our next 
meal will be on Sunday February 5, 2012 (Super Bowl Sunday). We still need 

ingredients and help for the meal. Please see the sign up sheet in the hallway for a list of what is 
needed. We will be preparing and serving vegetarian sloppy joes, oriental slaw, chips, cookies 
and bananas. (Ingredient sign up sheets are generally posted the second Sunday of the month for 
the following month's meal.) In an effort to "go greener," we are looking for donations of 
"Chinet" style (heavy paperboard) plates to use instead of styrofoam. Please consider donating 
some to our Tender Mercies ministry. The 2012 sign up sheet is up. There are still lots of oppor-
tunities the second half of the year for your small (or large) group to sign up to help. The gener-
osity of your time or treasures is a blessing to all we serve. If you would like to help out or learn 
more about what we do, feel free to sign up or contact Mary Sheer or sheermm@hotmail.com.   

 
UPWARD SPORTS:  SOCCER 

It’s that time already for launching into our second season of 
hosting Upward soccer.  Promotion begins this month for the 

spring season.  Kent Slyder is our league director.  If you would like to serve in some way in this 
ministry, please contact Kent.  

     What does it take to become a Stephen Minister? According to 
Linda Sebastian, a member of Trinity for fifty years and a Stephen 
Minister for the past five years, the most important elements are a car-
ing heart and good listening skills. Linda, a retired teacher, says she 

chose to become a Stephen Minister because she wanted to serve in a new capacity and learn 
new ways to being a more skillful listener. She also liked the idea of working one-to-one with 
those who are in need of support and felt a calling to take the training.   
    Linda says that she is dealing with many of the same situations and problems other people 
face and realizes how important it is to have a good support system. It is her strong belief that 
everyone needs others to share their struggles as well as provide support, comfort, and encour-
agement. Through her role as a Stephen Minister, she can do those things.  
     “The Stephen Ministry training,” Linda stated, “helped me to see a different perspective to 
some life situations and also helped me to be more empathetic, understanding, patient, and less 
judgmental. It also improved my listening skills.” 
     Trinity is very fortunate to have Linda Sebastian and the other Stephen Ministers available to 
bring Christ’s love to those who need someone to “walk along side of them” through difficult 
situations. If you or anyone you know could use a Stephen Minister, please fill out the confiden-
tial pew card and place in the offering plate or contact Pastor Kirk or Pastor Laura.  

The Loomis' have an Estey spinet piano with a walnut finish to give away. It will need to be 
tuned. If interested, call Jane or Bill Loomis. Please leave a message if we don't answer.  
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
1/01/2011 Through 12/31/2011 

Actual                Budget             Difference 
     Total Offering                $431,495          $432,192                $ 697 
     Total Income                  $473,830           $467,392             $6,438 
     Total Expense                $437,515           $460,979           $23,464 
     Net                                   $36,314               $6,413           $29,901 
     Total Offering of $431,495 is $697 less then planned budget. This includes plate, pledges and 
Sunday School offering. Pledges are $13,216 less than planned budget. Total plate was $12,571 
more than planned budget. This almost made up for the difference in the pledges. Expenses were 
$23,463 below the budget so this left us ahead in income by $36,314. All Conference and Dis-
trict Apportionments have been paid. Thanks to Trinity’s generous congregation, 2011 has been 
a good year. Happy New Year!  

TRINITY’S NEW WEBSITE! 
 

Check our new, improved website on a consistent basis for ministry 
updates and helps. It is important to submit current material to Amy 
Dutro to keep our site vibrant and fresh. Scan this image to access 
Trinity’s New Website with your smart phone. 

Trinity’s Welcome Center Ministry  
We need Volunteers! Would you be willing to be a Greeter in the breeze way 
at the Welcome Wagon? This is an “easy to do” ministry to make people feel 
welcome with a friendly “hello” and “smile” Times are: 9:15 to 9:30 a.m., 
10:30 to 11:00 a.m. and briefly after the last service. Please designate on your 
Attendance Card the time you can help us. 

WHIZ KIDS PROGRAM  Eastside Christian appreciates all the support Trinity is giving the 
Whiz Kids program. Financial gifts, books, and supplies have been a real blessing for the pro-
gram which costs about $600 per month to operate. Tutors and subs for tutors are always need-
ed. Director Amy Leist invites anyone who might be interested to visit any Tuesday evening 
(unless it was a snow day or holiday) between 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. to see the program first 
hand. She will be glad to answer any questions you might have. 
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TRINITY ATTENDANCE 
   8:15 9:30 11:00  Total  
Sunday, December 18     48  186  100   334 
   5:00  8:00 11:00  Total  
Saturday, December 24  160  129  254   543 
    Combined 10:00 
Sunday, December 25   216 
Sunday, January 01   133 
   8:15 9:30 11:00  Total  
Sunday, January 08    42  176    89   307 

Did you miss the first meeting of the new small group of CROCHETING?  It’s 
still not too late to jump in a join us. During the first session we tried our hand at some 
of the basic stitches and discussed how the Bible and Crocheting are interconnected.  
We’ll be meeting again in February and we would love to see you there.  Watch the 

bulletin for times and meeting places.  You will need a J hook and some yarn.  More details are 
on the church bulletin board. Contact Margi Armstrong.   
 
Quilting Class  Trinity’s award winning quilter, Dee Brown, and THE THREADS OF LOVE 
are offering a class on basic quilting. In this class you will learn how to piece together a 4 patch 
pillow top, do tacking techniques, apply backing, and finish your pillow with stuffing 
     Class is being held on Saturday February 4, from 10 – 12:30 pm.  The class will then be re-
peated on Thursday, February 9 from 7-9:30 p.m.  Hopefully, one of these times will fit into 
your schedule.   Class fee is $3.00.  Make your reservation by February 2 to Dee Brown at deet-
im@fuse.net.  See the church bulletin board for more details on what to bring. 

     Congratulations to Luke and Lauren Murray on the baptism of their 
daughter Grace Anne Murray into the family of faith on December 18, 2011 
during the 9:30 a.m. service. Grace Anne’s grandparents are Eric and Debby 
Hall and Dan and Mary Beth Murray.  Her godparents are Kevin Hall and 
Melissa Siglar. Her great-grandmother is Joanne Marohn. 

     Congratulations to Michael and Melanie Shea on the baptism of their 
daughter Meghan Alexandra Shea into the family of faith on January 8, 2012 
during the 9:30 a.m. service. Meghan Alexandra’s grandmother is Alexandra 
Shea and her godparents are Anna Taylor and Thomas Shea. 

 Dear members of Trinity, thank you so much for the beautiful 
wreath honoring the memory of our dad and husband. Your thoughtful-
ness is appreciated.                                               The Armentrout family 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2/02 Andy Gossard 
2/02 Andrew Hermes 
2/03 Kevin Pottorf  
2/04 Diane Bywater 
2/05 Andrew Bell 
2/05 Julie Codding 
2/05 Kathy Fuhrman 
2/05 Kyle Tieman  
2/06 Lisa Owens 
2/06 Kent Sheets 
2/06 Abby Witt  
2/07 Stephen Heck  
2/07 Laura Van Houten  
2/08 Cheryl Van Houten  
2/09 John Gaetz 
2/10 Phil Van Houten 

2/12 Gary Igo  
2/12 Robin Papai  
2/13 Barbara Boersig 
2/13 Juli Peterson 
2/13 Mary Ann Walsh 
2/14 David Barringer 
2/14 Shelley Koester Topie  
2/15 Andrew McDarty  
2/16 Stephanie Foster  
2/16 Debra Owens  
2/17 David Ladd  
2/18 Melody Gulleman 
2/19 Cody Diercks 
2/19 Jack Engelman 
2/19 Susan Smith 
2/20 Teresa Federle Leonard 
2/20 Tim McMannis  
2/21 Kevin Hall  

2/21 Jeffrey Igo  
2/21 Rita Snook  
2/21 Linda Walsh 
2/22 James Sebastian  
2/24 Diana McCloud 
2/25 Chris Owens 
2/26 Michael Burse 
2/26 Zachary Dutro 
2/26 Don Lynn 
2/26 Randy Miller 
2/26 John Stein 
2/27 Melissa Marcin 
2/27 Sandee Rohne 
2/27 Kaylee Womack 
2/28 Bob Clawson 
2/28 Sue Clawson 
2/28 Barbara Eyler 
2/28 Paul Miller 

STONE  SOUP  SUPPERS 
6:00 p.m. Wednesday evenings. Bring a dish to share. Great Food, Everyone is welcome. 

     Teams have been formed to be in charge of the Wednesday evening suppers. They will set-
up, designate and cook the meat menu for the day, and clean up. We do need others to help in 
this worthwhile project. We are counting on you! If you are willing to help at any time, you may 
contact any of the following: 

First Wednesday of the month: Marye Jo/John Burleigh and Polly/Ron Ellison.  
Second Wednesday of the month: Betsy/Jim Williams and Betty/Gene Wagner. 
Third Wednesday of the month: Jean/Pete Pierce-Jones and Janet/Bill Oligee. 
Fourth Wednesday of the month: Audrey/Don Koester and Pat/Bob Essex. 

Wednesday, February 01  Beef Stew 
Wednesday, February 08  Chicken Pot Pie 
Wednesday. February 15  Meat Loaf 
Wednesday. February 22  Spaghetti with Meat Sauce 
Wednesday, February 29  Chicken (Bill Loomis) 

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEARING 
Your old hearing aids can be restored to 
be used by deaf children. Give them to 
Pete Pierce-Jones. 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
02/02/57 Conover, Charlie and Janet 
02/11/56 Harris, Bob and Peggy 
02/11/78 Rankin, Jeff and Vicki 
02/17/02 Sandlin, Floyd and Holla 
02/19/85 Smith, Nelson and Susan 

To avoid embarrassment, please remember to turn off 
your cell phones before services begin.  Thank you. 

To be included in these lists, be 
sure to give your birthday infor-

mation to the church office. 
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Helping Hands Ministry is Reaching Out  Need some help with some simple 
household tasks or transportation? Call or e-mail Pastor Laura, and she will pair 
you up with someone that will help you. (If you would like to be the help, let Pas-
tor Laura know.)  

CONTINUAL 
PRAYERS 
Frank Honebrink 
Pat Honebrink 
Nella Johnson 
Clarence Lynn 
Joanne Marohn 
Lillian Wilson 
Morgan Fuhrman 
Donovan Johnson 
Jack and Eva Wilsey 
Lenore Jeffers 
Aline Riffle 

Vera Brown 
Shirley Rose 
Bob Craig 
Earl Keys 
E.K. Keller 
Julia Kostyn 
Patrick Federle 
Thelma Faul 
Martha Chalk 
Wanda Covert 
Virginia Mearkle 
 
 

,!!-��*!�!�-!�-�!�(�����.�-.$�!.��

NOTICE: To have items included in the MARCH issue of Trinity News you need to 
submit them by SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12. They can be given to the Church office, 
or e-mailed directly to Gene Wagner at ewagner3@cinci.rr.com.  

USHERING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
     The 9:30 a.m. service is looking for ushers!  If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
Brian Horning.  A friendly personality is the only requirement. We are scheduling for March now. 
     If you would like to help usher during any of our services, contact the church office (831-0262), 
sign up on the sheet in the Narthex or contact Brian Horning for the 9:30 a.m. service, or contact 
Herb Ruffley for the 11:00 a.m. service. 

Our deepest care and sympathy to 
 
 

Roberta Robinson, her family and friends in the passing of her husband Vern Robinson. 
 

Steve and Donna Heck, their family and friends in the passing of Steve’s mother Marge Heck. 
 

Fred and Jan Hester and family in the passing of Fred’s sister Lucille Bensheimer. 

REMEMBER IN 
PRAYER:  
Celeste Armentrout 
Tilley family 
Dee Hansman 
Reece Hatfield 
Tim and Kim Johnson 
Scott McKownd 
Mary Mytych 

Louise Jones 
Vicky Phillips 

Traci Brown 

Wanda Shannon 

Lora Bodley 
Jerry and Marge Bleh 

Doug Penny 
Chris Pray 
Dan Hundley 
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TAKE A MOMENT………………….……………...…………………...………..Gene Wagner 
 

WHAT A MIRACLE YOU ARE! 
 

     You are the most fantastic thing that has ever occurred on this small planet circling a small 
star in a small corner of the vast universe.  You are a creature formed of atoms that were created 
when an earlier huge star exploded and produced them. You are a creature formed of atoms that 
eventually found their way into a spiraling mass of matter that became the planet earth. And you 
are the product of some of these atoms becoming a living cell.  Once this cell formed, it 
multiplied into a kazillion more.  Never since have there been no living cells on earth. In the 
early 19th century it was thought that living forms were constantly being created from un-living 
matter, but that was just because they hadn’t seen the flies laying their eggs in the cow manure.   
     It just happened once. That was sufficient to let you exist and walk around and think. You are 
a mass of trillions of cells, each one doing its job of maintaining you, whether it is moving as a 
muscle or digesting your food or thinking of what we are talking about here. Each cell is a bag of 
proteins that race around inside the fatty cell membrane, taking up oxygen and glucose from the 
fluids surrounding it and converting it into the type of energy the cell needs to take care of your 
body and especially your brain.  Although each one has the information in its DNA to do any job 
in the body, each cell does the specific function it was told to do, either by its location in your 
body or from instructions from some proteins or hormones that come to it. The entire process is 
totally baffling in its sophistication and efficiency. You are the result. You are receiving the 
blessing of the mysterious life force, commandeering inanimate carbon atoms and their equally 
inanimate molecules to produce each animate, living cell. It is absolutely amazing that your 
mixture of carbon atoms, abetted by some nitrogen and oxygen atoms can read these strange 
black symbols on this paper and understand (at least a little) what they are telling you. 
     Modern science, with all its sophistication has still not been able to understand how it 
happened. Scientists have never been able to take the materials found in our cells and by putting 
them together, obtain a living cell. Indeed, we can easily kill a living cell, but we have no way to 
make a dead cell live again.  
     We, for some reason, have been given life for a short time in the 4 billion year history of the 
earth and 13.7 billion year history of the universe.  Science cannot tell us why.  To them we are 
just dumb luck, doomed to last but a few decades and then disappear. But Barclay says, “If in the 
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beyond the power of human thought, then the mind behind the order of nature must be a mind 
above and beyond human minds — and all at once we have reached God.” Only faith in that 
God can tell us why we are here.  
     The gospel of John tells us that Jesus was the source of all life and this life has a purpose.  
“All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being through him was life, and the life was the light of all people.” (John 1:3-4). 
His purpose and our purpose is to be a light to people. And in Jesus there is more to life—much 
more than a few brief years of physical existence.  As Barclay explains, the life Jesus invites men 
and women to is “eternal life,” and “he was inviting them to enter into the very life of God.” 
     Life is a miracle, and we are that miracle. We are a miracle, with a purpose for living. Live 
out your purpose and celebrate your miracle. 
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     Scientists have found a way to genetically cross a praying mantis with a termite. In other 
words, they've created an insect that says grace before it eats your house. 
 
     When a woman asked the librarian for directions to Mysteries, the librarian gave her a sheet of 
paper and said, “Take the elevator to the third floor and follow these clues.” 
 
     A man and his little girl were on an overcrowded elevator. Suddenly a lady in front turned 
around and slapped him, and as the door opened, left in a huff.  The little girl remarked, “ I didn’t 
like her either, Daddy. She stepped on my toe, so I pinched her.” 
  Thanks to Bill Gray for these found in “The American Legion Magazine.” 
 
     A lawyer named Strange died, and his friend asked the tombstone maker to inscribe on his 
tombstone, “Here lies Strange, an honest man, and a lawyer.” 
 The Inscriber insisted that such an inscription would be confusing, for passersby would 
tend to think that three men were buried under the stone. However he suggested and alternative: 
He would inscribe, “Here lies a man who was both honest and a lawyer. 
 “That way,” he said “whenever people walk by the tombstone and read it, they’ll be cer-
tain to remark: “That’s strange!” 
 
     In the hills of Appalachia, a man attending the Sunday morning service heard the story of Je-
sus’ turning water into wine.  On his way home, the man was stopped at a roadblock, where the 
sheriff was checking cars for moonshine, because a new still had recently opened in the area. The 
sheriff looked under the tarp on the back of the man’s pickup and saw a number of corked crocks. 
 “What do you have in those?” the sheriff asked. 
 “Spring water,” the man replied. “My wife and I drink only spring water.” 
 The sheriff poured a little of the fluid and drank it. “That’s whiskey,” he declared. 
 “It is?” the man asked. “Well praise the Lord, he’s done it again.” 
 
     For years, he thought he was a failure. Then he took a course in positive thinking. 
 Now he’s positive that he’s a failure. 
 
     Farmer Joe was in a traffic accident with a semi-truck. After putting up with nagging injuries 
for several weeks, he decided to sue the trucking company.  During the trial, the high powered 
company lawyer questioned farmer Joe, “Didn’t you tell the sheriff at the scene of the accident. 
‘I’m fine’?” 
 “Well, yes, but I’ll tell you what happened.” 
 “I don’t want a story. Did you or did you not tell the sheriff that you were fine?” 
  The judge interrupted the lawyer, “Let him talk. I want to hear what he has to say.” 
 So farmer Joe continued, “I had just loaded my mule Bessie into the trailer and was driv-
ing her down the highway when this huge semi ran the stop sign and smacked into my truck, 
throwing me into one ditch and Bessie into the other ditch. I was hurting so bad I didn’t want to 
move and Bessie was moaning and groaning.  Soon the sheriff arrived, and he saw Bessie was hurt 
so bad that he shot her between the eyes. Then he comes over to me with his gun, tells me what he 
did to Bessie and asks me, “ How are you feeling?” 
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