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INSPIRED BY THE MOVIE, IN JANUARY WE WILL FOCUS ON 

COURAGEOUS LIVING. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

Nursery during all services 

JANUARY SCRIPTURES AND SERMON TITLES 

January 22   
Scriptures:  Joshua 7:2-12, 19-26; 
                    Matthew 6:19-21 
Message:  “Courageous Priorities”  
Laura Saunders preaching 
 
January 29 
Scriptures:  Joshua 23:1-16; Matthew 13:18-23 
Message:  “Courageous Legacy” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 8:15, 11:00 a.m. 
Laura Saunders preaching at 9:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY: Adult Studies led by Ed Fisher 
meet at 9:30 a.m. in Room 2 and led by Dean 
Engleman meet at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor. 

TUESDAY: Women's Bible Study Group meets at 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parlor.  

WEDNESDAY: Pastor Laura’s PSS (Post Stone Soup) Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 3. We are doing a study of heaven. 

THURSDAY:  PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 
The Pastor’s Bible Study continues in study of the minor prophets and is only a few away from 
concluding with the Old Testament.  Meeting each Thursday at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the 
conference room, the opportunity is there for study, discussion and sharing.  There is great bene-
fit from studying together.  You are welcome to participate in the study at any time. 

MONDAY: Men’s Study Group meets in 
Room 5 at 7:00 p.m. All men are welcome.  

January 1  New Year’s Day 
Epiphany Sunday; Communion 
 10:00 COMBINED SERVICE 
Scriptures:  Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
Message:  “This Magi Moment” 
Kirk Peterson preaching 
 
January 8  Baptism of the Lord 
Scriptures:  Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
Message:  “Going With the Flow” 
Kirk Peterson preaching at 8:15, 11:00 a.m. 
Laura Saunders preaching at 9:30 a.m. 
 
January 15  “Courageous” series begins 
Scriptures:  Joshua 1:1-9; John 16:29-33 
Message:  “Courageous Call”   
Kirk Peterson preaching 

BLESS YOUR YEAR WITH BIBLE STUDY 
See page 5 for a listing of other small group meetings 
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A fter the death of Moses, God commissioned Joshua to lead His people across the Jor-
dan River in the conquest of Canaan.  Joshua was assured by God, “Just as I have been with 
Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”  God told him to be strong and cou-
rageous as they entered into the new land. 
 
     The new and unknown can generate some fears for us.  Thinking also about what has hap-
pened this year, entering a new year can be frightening with the new and ongoing challenges we 
will face.  Can we take hold of God’s assurance, “I will be with you; I will not fail nor forsake 
you”?  Can we hear God saying to us, “Be strong and courageous”? 
 
     The recent “Courageous” movie is a call for believers to be courageous in these times, coura-
geous for the sake of the future, specifically the future of our children.  The movie seeks to ad-
dress the issue of fatherlessness, citing that more than 24 million American children live without 
their biological fathers.  “The only solution to this widespread problem is a return to biblical fa-
therhood: men of courage taking a powerful stand in their homes and communities to love, lead, 
and protect their children and thereby eliminating the problems associated with fatherlessness.  
In the “Courageous” movie, four men recognize this need and boldly answer the call to be better 
fathers.” 
 
     Beginning in mid-January our worship series will focus on courageous living.  Several small 
group opportunities will go along with the series as well.  Being courageous involves all of us, 
not just fathers, and hopefully in the new year all of us will be involved in courageous living. 
 
     Be Courageous, 
 

      Kirk 

COMBINED SERVICE ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012 
 

     To begin the new year, there will be a combined worship service opportunity at 10:00 
a.m. on New Year’s Day.  After staying up late to ring in the new year, you are invited to 
come together to start the new year off right by gathering for worship together. 
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TENDER MERCIES MEAL    Happy 2012! Trinity provides the evening 
meal for the residents of Tender Mercies (www.tendermerciesinc.org) on the 
first Sunday of each month. Our next meal will be on Sunday, January 1, 
2012. We will need ingredients for January's meal. Please see the sign up 

sheet in the hallway for a list of what is needed. The Boy Scouts will be preparing and serving 
mock meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, mixed vegetables, cookies and bananas. (Ingredient 
sign up sheets are generally posted the second Sunday of the month for the following month's 
meal.) 
     We are in need of large plastic containers with lids (plastic ice cream pails work great) in 
which we can leave leftovers for the residents.. Items can be left in the Tender Mercies cabinet 
in the kitchen area (next to the chest freezer). 
     The 2012 sign up sheet is up. If you've never signed up for ingredients or helped cook or 
serve, why don't you make a New Year's Resolution to do so one Sunday this year. The gener-
osity of your time or treasures is a blessing to all we serve. If you would like to help out or learn 
more about what we do, feel free to sign up or contact Mary Sheer  sheermm@hotmail.com. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT PROVIDED SUPPORT TO 
MMM THIS PAST YEAR. 

 
      It was a very busy year. Activity for November: Utilities--$2049.32; 

Rents--$ 300.00; Rx--$ 49.00; Other--$ 380.35; Food--166 families served--600 members in 
those households--17 were first time clients. 
 
      This year for the Christmas food and gift distribution we served 240 families including 
about 445 children who were given a better Christmas thanks to your help. 
 
     Again we thank you for your prayers and support.               Dorothy and Nancy  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
The first gathering of Church Council for the new year is scheduled for Wednesday, January 25, 
at 7:00 p.m. in room 4/6.  Please plan to attend. 

“COURAGEOUS” STUDIES 
     Beginning January 15, the pastors will be preaching a four week sermon series 
based on the movie “Courageous.” Some of our small groups will be using compli-
mentary material to explore what the movie and its Biblical messages have to say for 
our lives. Visit our website to see which small group will fit your schedule.   

     If you did not have the chance to see Courageous when it was in local theatres, Trinity will 
be hosting two movie and popcorn nights on January 20 and 21 beginning at 7:00 p.m. Age-
appropriate children are welcome to attend the movie. Child care will not be available at the 
church. No reservations are necessary, and there is no cost for the evening. 
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Opportunities for Spiritual Growth – A chance to KNOW, GROW, and GO 
 
Sunday – Ed Fisher’s Class (9:30 a.m.  Room 2)  This group studies the suggested scrip-
tures for that week from the Methodist lectionary.  All are welcome.  Contact: Ed Fisher  
     Dean Engelman’s Class  (10:30 a.m. in the Parlor) This group discusses the materials/
scriptures used in the sermon for the current Sunday.  Connections are made between what was heard dur-
ing the sermon/scriptures and how that message can be applied to our spiritual walk.  All are welcome.  
Contact: Dean Engelman  
      Sunday Night Bible Study (The Nice Group) (Sunday evenings, every other week in homes.) This group 
is presently studying The Truth About Worldviews .   Currently, this group is at capacity.  Contact: John 
Burleigh  
 
Monday – Sally Meyer’s Group – (9:00 a.m.,  Room 2) This group meets every Monday and is currently 
studying the book of John.   All are welcome.  Contact: Sally Meyer  
     Men’s Group – (7:00 p.m., Room 2, every Monday)  This group reads the scriptures that will be used the 
next week in the Sunday service. Discussion revolves around the context of these passages and how they 
apply in 2012 to our spiritual journey.  All are welcome. Contact: Dean Engelman 575-2992 
     Caroline Fabisiak”s Group – (7:30 p.m. every Monday @ Paneras) This class will be studying the 
COURAGEOUS series in January. This group is primarily young adults and married without children.  All 
are welcome.  Contact: Caroline Fabisiak  
 
Tuesday – Lynne Engelman’s Class – (9:30 – 11:00 a.m. every Tuesday) This is a group of women who 
meet for fellowship and use different studies which are available to help us learn and grow in the word of 
God.  All are welcome. Contact:  Lynne Engelman:   
     Chaletless Group- (7:00 p.m., 4th Tuesday of each month, in homes)  This group is basically a couples’ 
group of “Boomers” who study together and grow spiritually and socially in fellowship and service.  Cur-
rently this group is at capacity due to size of meeting space needed.  Contact: Rita Fisher   
 
Wednesday - Pastor Laura’s Post Stone Soup Class – (7:00 p.m., room 3, every Wednesday) This group is 
currently studying the topic of “Heaven”.  In mid-January, the curriculum will switch to COURAGEOUS. 
All are welcome.  Contact: Pastor Laura  831-0262 
 
Thursday – Pastor Kirk’s Groups – (10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., every Thursday in the Conference Room)  
This class is repeated twice each Thursday and is currently studying the Minor Prophets from the Bible.  All 
are welcome.  Contact:  Pastor Kirk  831-0262 
     The Loomis Group – (7:00 p.m., once a month, in homes)  This group is currently studying The Shack.  
Whether this group is reading a best seller, watching a video, or studying a book of the Bible, their aim will 
be to reflect and connect to deepen their walk with Christ. Any non-scriptural study will include a compari-
son to truths in the Bible. There’s room for a few more people.  Contact:  Jane Loomis   
     Anna Sheets’ group – (7:00 p.m., in homes, frequency of class to be determined.) 
Anna’s group will pick up with the next church study. All are welcome.  Contact:  Anna Sheets 340-4490 
     The Boersig’s group – (7:00 p.m., in homes, frequency of class to be determined)  This class will be 
studying the COURAGEOUS series in January. All are welcome.  Contact: Charles Boersig   
 
Saturday - Friends in Christ Group (7:00 p.m., 2nd Saturday of the month, in homes)   This group is pres-
ently studying Six Amazing Bible Stories that Strangely Warm Our Hearts.   Right now this group is at 
capacity.  Contact: Gene Wagner   
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Kids R.O.C. - Where Kids Rely on Christ - SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Education Director: Dora Slyder 

 
January 2012 Teachings – The Golden Rule 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind…and love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:37, 
39 paraphrased NIV 
     Beginning January 8, Rotation Sunday School workshops at 9:30 a.m. for 
K- 6th grade will be Teaching The Golden Rule as we learn about Jesus' 

teachings.   This fall our kids learned about the Ten Commandments in the Old Testament. Now 
that we’ve asked kids to learn all ten, this month they’ll learn that Jesus summarized those ten 
into two! Together these two are known as the “greatest commandment” and their emphasis is on 
love. How is it that love sums up the Ten Commandments? How does this greatest love com-
mandment speak to us today? Let’s embark on our study with the hope of teaching children what 
we learn. 
*Rotation Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. for K-6th grade. 
*Preschool classes at 9:30 a.m. teaches a Sunday School lesson with plenty of hands on learning. 
*Nursery available for all services.   
*Note - No Sunday School Classes January 1st.   
Next Month: Teachings - The Beatitudes 
**Is your new years resolution to be more involved in Trinity's Children?   
Please use the 'Name Badger' computer each week for a Sunday School Name tag.  This won-
derful program helps us to keep attendance of not only our kids but the teachers.  So 'check-in' 
each week.   
Children’s Choirs:  F.I.S.H.I.E.S (preschool-3rd grade):  led by Shawn Hargis, Maggie Engel-
man and Mackensie Slyder, will rehearse every Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 in room 1.  
Children interested in attending choir will be dismissed to choir from Sunday School.   
J.A.M Choir  (4-6th grade): led by Kathy Fuhrman and Chrissie Womack, will rehearse every 
Sunday morning from 10:30-11:00 in room 5.  All children, ages 4-6th grade are welcome!!!  
Children interested in attending choir will be dismissed to choir from Sunday School.   
Sunday Evenings: 

JAM Jesus And Me (4-6th grade): Pam Hudson and Lisa Owens are our JAM leaders 
with Jim Hargis assisting.  JAM is Trinity's Youth Group for kids in grades 4, 5, and 6.  
JAM stands for Jesus And Me and that really sums up what our group is about.  We help 
our kids make a real connection between church and their day-to-day lives.  We get to-

gether weekly for exciting object lessons, fellowship, mission work, fun and games.  We have 
many fun activities coming up. In January we will have movie night, visit our shut-ins and be 
visited by our special "animal guy" Rich Sheer for the second time.  Come check it out!  Room 2 
Sundays at 6:00-7:30 p.m. (special activities may have adjusted times). 

 
 
VBS The plans for our 2012 Vacation Bible School are already underway.  Get 
ready for exciting wilderness thrills as you head out to beautiful SonRise Na-
tional Park right hear at Trinity, July 2012!   

���������	

����
��
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The M-Squad is the “Seniors” fellowship at Trinity. All seniors 
are invited to attend our monthly functions.  Branch Hill seniors 

are invited to join us for all M-Squad functions. 
 
     On New Year’s Eve the M-Squad will sponsor its annual all-
church New Years Eve Party from 8:00 p.m. Saturday, 
December 31 to 12:01 a.m. Sunday, January 1.  Come join us for 
snacks and games. 
 
     On Tuesday, January 17, 2012 we will have our annual noon 
pot-luck Planning Meeting when we plan our programs and events 
for the coming year. “Plan” to join us and bring your ideas. Betty 
and Gene Wagner will be our hosts. 

Keyboard/Piano Player Needed 
Trinity Live is looking for an experienced keyboard/piano player for the Contemporary 
Service. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact the church office for an 
application and additional information. 

The Flower Chart for 2012 is now in a book on the table in the hallway. Please 
feel free to reserve the Sunday(s) of your choice for the flowers. The first listed 
for each date would be for the Altar ($25.00), the second listed would be for the 
organ ($20.00).  The flowers are yours to take with you after the last service, or 
they can be picked up the next day. 

     Mark your calendars right now and plan 
to participate in the First Annual MMM 
Family 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, April 14, 
2012 at Miami Meadows Park.  The race will 
also honor the memory of Mary Miller who 
was such a wonderful friend to so many in 
need in our community during her lifetime.   

     Plan now for your group to participate.  A little friendly competition is always wel-
come!  Maybe you’ve been working to get in shape and have a goal of participating in 
your first 5K?  Why not make the MMM 5K your goal and encourage others to join you.  
You will be hearing much more about this opportunity, but plan now to participate. 

     Business sponsors are also welcome.  They will be highlighted in all advertising and 
race day T-shirts. 

     If you have questions or would like to volunteer to help with this event, please be in 
touch with Jan Gerdom at Jgerdom@cinci.rr.com. 
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The Anna Circle will meet in the home of Judy Calhoun on January 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
Mary Douglas will open with devotions and Polly Ellison will present the program. 
 

The Esther Circle will meet in the parlor at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, January 12. Anna Fabisiak 
will bring our program. Bring a can of soup for MMM and a brown bag for lunch.  
 
The Lydia Circle January will be a final planning meeting for the bake sale coming up. Please 
plan to attend. We will also be decorating journals for the families of Ronald McDonald's house. 
We will start our meeting at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, January 8 in the parlor. See Holla Sandlin with 
any questions. All are welcome to attend! 
 
The Susanna Circle will be having a dinner out this month join us at Copper Blue Tuesday 
January 17 at 6:30 p.m.  We are trying to get a head count, so contact Jennifer Horning at horn-
ing@fuse.net or 575-4875 for more information.   
 

UMW NEWS 
Saturday, January 21: UMW Leadership Training at New Vision United Methodist Church, 
9:00 - noon. We will meet at church to car pool, 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday, January 22: UMW Executive Meeting in the parlor at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Looking ahead to February 2. The General Meeting of the UMW will be held in fellowship hall 
at 7:00 p.m. The program will be our Prayer and Self-Denial Service. We invite all women of 
the church to this our first meeting of the new year. 

 
UMW CHRISTMAS DINNER  

     Trinity United Methodist Women held their Christmas Dinner on Thursday, December 8, 
here at the church. The annual award for personal outstanding contribution to the work of Trinity 
Church through the UMW organization was present to Judy Calhoun. Judy has been involved 
in many areas of the church since becoming a member in 1989. We congratulate her as she was 
presented with a UMW Certificate and Pin. (See also page 15.) 
     New directories were passed out and members were asked to take a card with a missionary’s 
name and birthday to send them cards and notes through the year together with prayer. 
     A grand time was held by all with a delicious meal and wonderful entertainment by the Mil-
ford High School Show Choir. 
     A special “Thanks” to everyone who contributed to a grand time with “special thanks” to 
several of the men for their volunteering to do dishes and clean-up.       Janet Oligee 

THREADS OF LOVE GROUP   The Trinity Threads of Love Quilting and Knitting 
Group will meet on Wednesday, January 25 from 10:00 a.m. to about 3:00 p.m.  
     Our group is growing and always has room for more. So far we have made and do-

nated about 150 quilts and comforters plus numerous pillows and walker bags to be used in 
nursing homes. Everyone is welcome. We embrace those who can already sew and are eager 
and willing to show others, who may wish to participate, how easy it is. 
     Feel free to come for the whole day or part of the day as your schedule allows. If you have 
questions please call Dee Brown.  
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     The TUMY (Trinity United Methodist Youth) grou p is open to youth from 7th through 
12th grades. This is a God centered, Mission minded group that typically meets on Sunday 
evenings.  If you have any questions concerning the Youth Group, see Scott King. 
 
Saturday, January 07 - Over The Rhine Soup Kitchen from 1:00 - 4:45 p.m. (approximately). 
Remember to wear your 2012 TUMY tee, long pants, close toed shoes and release forms are 
required for this trip 

Sunday, January 08 - No TUMY due to OTR Mission 

Sunday, January 15 - Regular TUMY . Initial sign-ups for Summer Mission Trip will take 
place on this night! 

Sunday, January 22 - Winter Outing at Perfect North Slopes. Cost is $20 and release forms 
are required for this trip. Dress warm as we will be outside on the tubing slopes. Unfortunately 
skiing or snow boarding will not be permitted during our outing. 

Saturday, January 28 - Cincinnati Free Store from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Release forms are 
required for this outing. Bring lunch money as we will be stopping somewhere for lunch when 
we are finished at the Free Store. 

SCRAPBOOKING 
      Trinity has a no-frills Scrapbooking night the first Friday of every month. Join us January 6 
at 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. All Scrapbookers are welcome; we have a variety of experience levels 
that participate. Bring your supplies and join us in the Fellowship Hall. There is no cost and no 
reservations. Contact Jennifer Horning for more information and to be added to the e-mail list 
(email: trinityjlh@yahoo.com). 

LEARN TO CROCHET 
Would you like to learn to Crochet?  Maybe you just need to brush up on 
some previous skills.  If so, you might like to attend the first session of the 
new CROCHETING class.  All skill levels are welcome.  Those with more 
skills might like to help those just learning.  (Can you crochet left handed?  
We really need your skills!)  This group’s intention is to connect the teach-

ings of the Bible with crocheting.  Come and see how this can be accomplished.  Bring a J hook 
and some yarn. The first meeting is January 24, Tuesday, at 7:00 p.m. in room 2.  Contact: Margi 
Armstrong. 

Got Group?  We felt the call of God to get together with other Christians to study and discuss 
God’s word and fellowship with one another.  We find our group loving, concerned, and an 
extended family.  That’s why we joined a small group. (Phil and Mary Douglas) 
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9:30 Women’s Study
6:30 Contemp. Worship
           Planning 
7:30 Contemp. Practice

8    8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship 
9:30 Sunday School 
2:00 Tender Mercies Preparation 
6:00 JAM 
6:00 Stephen Ministry 
6:00 Lydia Circle    

9  
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 

10 
 
9:30 Women’s Study
7:30 Contemp. Practice
 

15  
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM    6:00 TUMY 
Newsletter deadline 

17 
9:30 Women’s Study
1:00 BH Book Club
12:00 M-Squad Potluck
6:30 Susanna Circle
7:30 Contemp. Practice
 

16 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 
7:00 TRUSTEES 

22 
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM 
TUMY Perfect North Outing 
6:00 UMW Executive meeting 

23  
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 
 

24 
9:30 Women’s Study
 
7:00 Crocheting Class
7:30 Contemp. Practice

30 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 

 

2 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:00 Men’s group 

29  
8:15, 11:00 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Contemporary Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
6:00 JAM 
6:00 TUMY  

1 NEW YEARS DAY 
10:00  COMBINED WORSHIP 
              COMMUNION 
 
 
2:00 Tender Mercies Preparation 

  SUNDAY          MONDAY  TUESDAY
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10:00 Prayer Group 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 PSS Adult Study 

5 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 
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7:00 Scrapbooking 

7 
4:00 TUMY  OTR 
Soup Kitchen 

11  10:00 Prayer Group 
1:00 BH bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 PSS Adult Study 
7:00 FINANCE 

12 
10:00 Pastor Study 
10:00 Esther Circle 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 

13 
 
 
 

10:00 Prayer Group 

6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:30 Anna Circle 

19 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
7:00 “COURAGEOUS”  
              MOVIE 

21 
8:30 UMW Leader-
ship Training  
 
7:00 
“COURAGEOUS” 
       MOVIE 

10:00 Prayer Group 
10:00 Threads of Love 
1:00 BH bible Study 
6:00 Stone Soup Supper 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7:00 COUNCIL MTG  

26 
10:00 Pastor Study 
 
6:30 Pastor’s Study 

27 
 
 
 

28 
8:00 TUMY 
Cincinnati Free Store 

WEDNESDAY              THURSDAY                FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

14 
 

For a more detailed calendar including other groups using facilities please visit our website at Trinitymilford.org. 

 

 

 

Got Group?  Being new to the church we wanted to get to know people on a deeper level rather than only 
on Sundays. That’s why we joined a small group. (Bill and Mary Lou Gray) 
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Larry Green                                         
The Russo Family  
Ellen Kurtz  
Carl Gant                                                         
Steven Miro  
Colin Zinn                                                         
Leslie May                                                           
Denver Kidner                                                  
Pat Adleta  
Pat Smith                                                              
Victor Mallott                                                     
Sondy Steele  
Frank Gilbert                                                   
Bud Stamper      
Alisha Werner                                         
Danny Morse                                           
Kevin Rafdel                                           
Greg Crabtree            
Giselle Sonders                                        
Carolyn Morgan         
Carolyn Rogers                                                  
Tim Buckner        
Gerry Bishop                                                  

Alice Tayor-Clift  
Chuck Henry                                            
Michelle Morris                                      
Norton Stanley (Linda’s son)                      
John Pearson       
Miracle Owens                                                 
Tom Hanrahan 
Kaitlyn and Jaclyn                                                
Kelsey Owens         
Hazel Marvelle    
Frank Kieser                                                  
Marilyn Weir                          
Rita Werner                                              
Debbie Ward                          
C.B. Green and Charlene                            
Eli – Mary Lou’s Grandson                            
Janice Barrows                                                
Prince Way                                                
Judy Parker        
Ralph Howard                                                  
Lois and Lydia Combs   
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Meighan (Ruth and Rich’s niece)               
Dave Cook’s Nieces Georgia and Joyce  
Norma’s friend’s daughter in college        
Ed Armacost (Adam’s grandfather)        
Dave Crock (Adam’s dad)                     
Kelly Sears (and Linda)                                    
 
      

BRANCH HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
www.branchhillumc.org. 

NEWS/NOTES 
� - Thanks to everyone for making our Christmas Candlelight Service a wonderful way to 

celebrate the season.  Also again, thanks to Scott Heimlich for helping to lead the cele-
bration with his outstanding trumpet and to Anne (Steele) and Charlene for their music 
as well.    

� - Our Cookie Exchange was a great time and good food for everyone.. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
� - Bible Study in January will be the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays (Jamuary 11 and 25) at 

1:00 p.m).   

� - Women’s Book Club  (2nd Tuesday) and Pot Luck will be announced.   

January Birthdays 

1/03 Jared Musselman  
1/05 Dean Barre  

1/11 Tucker Springer  
1/25 Betty Arthur  
1/30 Norma Cook   
1/30 Amanda Cobb   
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UPWARD SPORTS:  SOCCER 
It’s that time already for launching into our second season of hosting Upward soccer.  Promotion 
begins this month for the spring season.  Kent Slyder is our league director.  If you would like to 
serve in some way in this ministry, please contact Kent.  

THE SAGA OF STONE SOUP:  ANNA’S STORY 
     Terry and I and our Nicolas (3 years-old) joined the Methodist Church on 
Perry, Florida in 1981. One of their programs that we enjoyed was the 
Wednesday Night Supper.  It was managed by six committees that prepared 
and cleaned up in a rotation schedule. Each committee made their same menu 
each times so they had the process “down pat.”  I still remember some of the meals. 
     In 1989 we moved to Monteszuma, GA and for two years enjoyed the Wednesday night 
suppers there at the Methodist church.  These were very simple meals prepared by the same 
ladies each week—hot dogs, sloppy Joes, fish sticks etc., but still an enjoyable time for fellow-
ship mid week. 
     In 1990, we moved to Colliersville, TN and joined the Methodist Church there. Their 
Wednesday Night supper was catered by a member who ran a catering business. Terry began 
traveling a great deal at this time and the children and I enjoyed having a midweek outing. 
     When we moved to Milford, OH in 1993, we looked for a Methodist church that offered a 
Wednesday Night supper and there was not one to be found! We couldn’t believe it! How 
could we possibly go on? 
     We discovered that yes, life does go on without a weekly church supper. I am a good fol-
lower but not a strong leader.  After a trip led by Jay Madigan to a Church Growth Conference, 
God raised up a strong leader, a true visionary, in the person of Mary Karg. She came home 
inspired to launch what she named “Stone Soup.” I partnered with her and so, about ten years 
ago, our Wednesday night supper program was born. We had very humble beginnings—just 
our two families to begin with—but gradually word spread and we gained a loyal following 
over the years. I became the hostess of Stone Soup several years ago, helped by many others 
each Wednesday evening. 
     My life is taking a new direction in 2012 and my hope and prayer is that Stone Soup might 
continue in some aspect. I like to believe it has been a good program and has served a good 
purpose. An inexpensive evening out, midweek Christian “pick-me-up,” fellowship for those 
who live alone, convenient meal before choir or Bible study and scheduled meetings. 
     So that’s the story of Stone Soup. If continuing the story interests you, please call me. I 
would love to tell you more.                                        Anna Fabisiak  
     I hope the story has a happy ending with a new leader who feels called by God. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
1/01/2011 Through 11/30/2011 

            Actual            Budget             Difference 
  Total Offering                               $385,747          $396,176           $10,429 
  Total Income                                 $425,967          $427,526             $1,558 
  Total Expense                               $401,825          $424,574            $22,749 
  Net                                                  $24,142              $2,952            $21,190 
Total offering of $385,747 is $10,429 less than planned in the budget. This includes plate, 
pledges and Sunday School offering. Pledges are $17,628 less than planned budget. Total ex-
penses are $24,142 less than the total income. Total expenses are also $22,749 less than the 
planned budget. Apportionments are paid up through November, 2011. 

TRINITY’S NEW WEBSITE! 
     It’s new! It’s exciting! Trinity Church has a newly designed web-
site. It features engaging pictures, regularly updated news, and is more 
user-friendly. We will be asking you to check our website on a consis-
tent basis for ministry updates and helps. Thanks to Amy Dutro and 
others who worked so hard to make this happen. It will be more im-
portant than ever to submit current material to Amy to keep our site 
vibrant and fresh. Scan this image to access Trinity’s New Website 
with your smart phone. 

Trinity’s Welcome Center Ministry needs you! It can be 
intimidating to come to church for the first time, not knowing the folks 
there or your way around the building. It is our aim at Trinity to help our 
guests feel fully welcomed. Use your friendly personality to man our cen-
ter for brief times between services. Talk to one of the pastors to volun-
teer. There’s nothing like a smile and a “Glad you’re here. Can I help you 
find anything?” to bless another person. 

Are You Experiencing a “Winter” in Your Life? 
In addition to the cold weather, many people experience “winters” in their 
personal lives. A recent loss through death, divorce, or relocation might 
leave them feeling lonely. A hospitalization, cancer diagnosis, or ongoing 

medical problems might leave them feeling isolated. The loss of a job, the fear of layoffs, or a 
financial setback can devastate one’s self-esteem. Family and personal struggles might leave 
them with nowhere to turn for support. 
     If you are going though a difficult time or know a relative, friend, or neighbor who is experi-
encing a “winter” in their life, our Stephen Ministers can bring God’s warm love back into your 
life or their life. They provide confidential, one-on-one Christian care. They will meet with you 
privately on a weekly basis to listen, support, encourage, to pray with you and for you, and to 
provide support as long as needed.  
     Contact one of the pastors or Rich or Karen Bell for further information or assistance.  
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TRINITY ATTENDANCE 
   8:15 9:30 11:00  Total  
Sunday, November 20    40 153 134   327 
Sunday, November 27   48 158 117   323 
Sunday, December 04   53 173   99   325 
Sunday, December 11   71 174 117   362 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for your incredible generosity in the love offering, and for 
all the gifts, greetings and cards you gave us for Christmas.  We are 
truly blessed to serve with you at Trinity.        Kirk, Laura and Lyn 

A THANK YOU NOTE from Peter Pierce-Jones: 
     As you may know, I had a complete right hip replacement sur-
gery on November 29 and everything is working out well because 
“God answers Prayer”.  
     Thanks so much for all your love and prayers. We are so 
blessed with an awesome church family and we love you back. 

2011 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
MISSION RECOGNITION RECIPIENT AWARD 

December 8, 2011 
     Every year the U.M.W. honors a member who has performed 
outstanding work for the church and this year is no exception.   
Our Mission Recognition Recipient for 2011 is Judy Calhoun. 
     Judy is married to John Calhoun.  They have a daughter, Jill, 
son-in-law, Kevin, and grandsons, Eric and Evan.  They have been 
members of Trinity since 1989.  Over the years, Judy has given 
much time to different committees and activities.  One of her many 
contributions has been her devotion to and support of the Anna 
Circle.  She is always there to give a helping hand no matter the project or help needed.   
     She co-chaired Council of Ministries, has been a member of the Finance Committee, the 
Administrative Board, and Board of Trustees.  She is currently a member of the Committee on 
Lay Leadership and is on the Church Council.  These are just a few of the many activities she 
has been involved in and is still doing.   
     Judy, we thank you for everything you have done to help make our church what it is today.  
Congratulations!  
     Presented by Rosetta Billhimer 
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JANUARY 

1/01 Patricia Keys  
1/03 Aaron Bumgarner 
1/03 Betty Huey 
1/04 Leonard Schmidt  
1/04 Shelly Witt 
1/06 Kevin Essex 
1/09 Ward Billhimer 
1/09 Jennifer Hufford 
1/10Stephen Hudson 
1/11 Rebecca Dunham 
1/11 Linda Lynch 
1/11 Jodi McMannis 
1/11 Todd Pavlack 
1/12 Rosemarie Ayers 
1/12 EK Keller 
1/12 Mary Wilke 

1/13 Ty Kailey 
1/13 Eleanor Vota 
1/15 Mark Elsass 
1/17 Ashleigh Witt 
1/17 Sarah Rothenbach 
1/19 Teri Burse 
1/20 Betty Wagner 
1/21 Andrew Horning 
1/22 Davin Hinners 
1/22 Jacob Sandlin 
1/22 Vicki L. Smith 
1/22 Maxine VanAken 
1/23 Russ Tieman  
1/23 Alexander Witt  
1/24 Larry Adams 
1/24 Lindsey Garrison 
1/25 Karla Wilson 

1/25 Steven Myers  
1/25 Raymond Sebastian  
1/26 Dean Engelman 
1/28 Sherri Barringer 
1/28 Jim Henize 
1/28 Carol Miller  
1/28 Lee Saunders 
1/28 Samuel Slyder  
1/30 Rita Fisher  
1/30 Joe Billups 
1/30 Scott King 

STONE  SOUP  SUPPERS 
6:00 p.m. Wednesday evenings. Bring a dish to share. Great Food, Everyone is welcome. 

 Wednesday, January 04 Potluck 
 Wednesday, January 11 Potluck 
 Wednesday, January 18 Potluck 
 Wednesday, January 25 Potluck 

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEARING 
Your old hearing aids can be restored to 
be used by deaf children. Give them to 
Pete Pierce-Jones. 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

01/03/98 Madigan, Jay and Brandi  

01/05/52 Covert, Don and Wanda 

01/13/79 Heck, Steve and Donna 

01/13/51 Koester, Don and Audrey 

01/19/73 Robinson, Jerry and Patricia 

01/22/49 Elstun, Myles and Elaine 

To avoid embarrassment, 
please remember to turn off 
your cell phones before ser-
vices begin.  Thank you. 

To be included in these lists, be sure to give your birthday information to the church office. 
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Helping Hands Ministry is Reaching Out  Need some help with some simple 
household tasks or transportation? Call or e-mail Pastor Laura, and she will pair 
you up with someone that will help you. (If you would like to be the help, let Pas-
tor Laura know.)  

CONTINUAL 
PRAYERS 
Frank Honebrink 
Pat Honebrink 
Nella Johnson 
Clarence Lynn 
Joanne Marohn 
Lillian Wilson 
Morgan Fuhrman 
Donovan Johnson 
Jack and Eva Wilsey 
Lenore Jeffers 
Aline Riffle 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  
Tilley family 
Chris Pray 
Julie Clifford 
Shirley Ingram 
Celeste Armentrout 
Dee Hansman 
Dan and Rita Hollingsworth 
Barbara Codding 
Simmons family 
Rosemary and Bob Schirmer 
Jon Koester 
Dan Hundley 

Keep these people in your 
prayers 

NOTICE: To have items included in the FEBRUARY issue of Trinity News you 
need to submit them by SUNDAY, JANUARY 15. They can be given to the Church 
office, or e-mailed directly to Gene Wagner at ewagner3@cinci.rr.com.  

USHERING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
     The 9:30 a.m. service is looking for ushers!  If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
Brian Horning.  A friendly personality is the only requirement. We are scheduling for January now. 
     If you would like to help usher during any of our services, contact the church office (831-0262), 
sign up on the sheet in the Narthex or contact Brian Horning  for the 9:30 a.m. service, or contact 
Herb Ruffley  for the 11:00 a.m. service. 

Our deepest care and sympathy go to 
 

      Juli and Kirk Peterson and family in the passing of Juli’s father Rev. John 
Armentrout. 

C G Bryant 
Family of Jim Bushman 
Pete Pierce-Jones 
Carla White 
Hazel Kindle 
Karen Seifried 

OTTERBEIN RENAISSANCE FEASTE 
     Otterbein-Lebanon 18th annual Renaissance Feaste is January 5 or 6.  Tickets are $15 per 
person. Information for ordering is on the bulletin board. 
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TAKE A MOMENT………………….………………………...…………………...………..Gene Wagner 
HAVE THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE 

 
     Just what time is it for you?  Are you getting an education? Getting a job? Getting married? 
Having a baby? Raising kids? Paying for College educations? Retiring? Caring for 
grandchildren? All of these are important times of our lives and usually are the best of times. But 
there are other times in our lives that aren’t so much fun. Losing a job? Getting sick? Recovering 
from illness? Undergoing physical therapy? Caring for aged parents? Being diagnosed with 
cancer? Suffering? What about dying? This will eventually be a time in our lives for all of us. 
     The Bible doesn’t fail to address this concept of the times of our lives. We are probably all 
familiar with the famous passage in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.  
     “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. 
 A time to be born, and a time to die; 
 A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. 
 A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 A time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 A time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 A time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 A time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 A time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 A time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 A time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 A time to love, and a time to hate; 
 A time for war, and a time for peace.”      
     We must of course remember that this was an Old Testament writing, written for a different 
time and culture that found such things as gathering stones an important part of life. If you’ve 
ever tried to plant a garden here in Ohio, you will find this is a fact of life even here.  And this 
was also written before Jesus revealed the fullness of God’s love and revelation. To Jesus there 
was no time to kill, to hate, no time for war when applied to our fellow man. Yet even He knew 
such things would continually occur in an imperfect world. “When you hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there 
will be famines.” (Mark 13:7-8). 
     There is one aspect of our lives, however, that is timeless. It is always the time for that. It is 
always the time to draw closer in our relationship with God. It is always the time to seek 
forgiveness for our sins and to live our lives more in God’s presence, eternally grateful, loving 
and joyful, no matter what time it is in our lives. God understands and is always with us, loving, 
caring, healing, strengthening, and encouraging in whatever circumstances we are in. “In all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)  “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 
5:7)   
     We must respond to this love and care by making him the center of our lives.  And a miracle 
will happen, for then the time of our lives will be a good time no matter what we are 
experiencing. Then we can do what Paul tells us “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18)                                                 Have the time of your life. 



19 

   “Humor is the prelude to faith, and laughter is the beginning of prayer.” Reinhold Niebuhr   

Now that George Patterson has been elected judge, we must have a lawyer joke in his honor.  
 A lawyer’s dog, running around unleashed, beelines for the butcher shop and steals a 
roast. The butcher goes to the lawyer’s office and asks, “If a dog running unleashed steals a piece 
of meat from my store, do I have a right to demand payment for the meat from the dog’s owner?” 
 The lawyer answers, “Absolutely.” 
 The butcher says, “Then you owe me $12.50. Your dog was loose and stole a roast from 
me today.” The lawyer, without a word, writes a check for $12.50. 
 Two days later, the butcher opens his mail and finds an envelope from the lawyer. Inside 
is a note that reads: “$200 due for legal consultation.”   Congratulations George. 
 
 A young man of thirty-two had been appointed president of the bank. He’d never 
dreamed he’d be president, much less at such a young age. So he approached the venerable Chair-
man of the Board and said, “You know, I’ve just been appointed President. I was wondering if you 
could give me some advice.” 
 The old man uttered just two words: “Right decisions!” 
 The young man had hoped for a bit more than this, so he said, “That’s really helpful, and 
I appreciate it, but can you be more specific? How do I make right decisions?” 
 The wise old man simply responded, “Experience.” 
 The young man said, “Well that’s just the point of my being here. I don’t have the kind of 
experience I need. How do I get it?” 
 Came the terse reply, “Wrong decisions!” 
 
 A grandmother and her eight-year-old grandson were taking a walk in the country just 
after the first heavy frost of the season had given the foliage a brilliantly colored crazy quilt ap-
pearance.  
 “Just think,” the grandmother marveled, gazing at the scarlet and gold hillside, “God 
painted all that.” 
 “Yes,” the grandson agreed, “and He even did it with his left hand.” 
 “What do you mean, ‘He did it with his left hand’?’ she asked, somewhat puzzled by the 
remark. 
 ‘Well,” her grandson replied, “at Sunday School, they told us that Jesus is sitting on the 
right hand of God!” 
 
 Jesus was walking along one day when he came upon a man crying, and he said, “My 
friend, what’s wrong?” 
 The man replied, I’m blind; can you help me?” 
 Jesus healed the man, and went on his way. Soon he came upon another man sitting and 
crying. “Good friend, what’s wrong?” 
 The man answered, “I’m lame and can’t walk; can you please help me? 
 Jesus healed the man. As he continued, he came upon a third man crying. Jesus said, 
“Good friend, what’s wrong?” 
 He said, “I’m a minister.” 
 And Jesus sat down and wept with him.                                             Phil Hines 


